Teacher Coaches

1. Certified Physical Education Teachers. A person who holds a valid certificate to teach physical
education in New York State may coach any sport in any school, but must meet the first aid/CPR
requirement prior to starting to coach

2. Other Certified Teachers, School Leaders or Pupil Personnel Service providers. Coaching a secondary
school athletic team is considered teaching physical education. However, a person who holds a valid
teaching certificate in an area other than physical education such as a NYS certified School Leader or a
NYS certified Pupil Personnel provider may also be appointed to coach. The person may either complete
appropriate courses or meet the provisions of the "grandfather" clause, as noted below. The
"grandfather" clause qualifies a teacher under Section 80.2(c) of the Regulations of the Commissioner of
Education to do incidental teaching (coaching) in an area other than the one for which the person holds
a certificate. The certified teacher must:

(a) Meet the first aid/CPR requirement prior to starting to coach;

(b) Complete an approved course in Philosophy, Principles and Organization of Athletics in
Education within two years from the date of initial appointment as a coach;

(c) Complete a course on Health Sciences Applied to Coaching within five years of appointment
as a coach; and

(d) Also, within that same five years, complete a course on Theory and Techniques of Coaching
the sport or sports for which he/she is appointed.

**Effective July 1, 2015, coaches in New York State (NYS) have the option to pursue a second pathway
to complete the 3 NYS required coaching courses (Principles, Philosophy and organization of Athletics in
Education, Health Sciences Applied to Coaching, and Theory & Techniques of Coaching (Sport Specific)
by utilizing the NFHS online coaching courses (AIC-Level 1 and CIC-Level 2) and completion of an
internship in accordance with guidelines. See link: https://nfhslearn.com/home/coaching_requirement.

*+*A certified teacher should not apply for a Temporary Coaching License. It is the
responsibility of the school administration to monitor and require certified teachers to meet
all requirements to coach.




