

Jefferson Community College
Watertown, New York
English 101: Research and Composition 
Mrs. Lamon: mlamon@gblions.org

Contact Hours: 3		
Credit Hours: 3	Prerequisite: Placed into ENG 101 by CPT 
Type of Hours: Lecture/Lab	or by Department Chair or passed English 100

Course Description
English 101 students will employ strategies and techniques for successful academic essay and research writing. The course is designed for students who demonstrate skill in the process of developing essays.  Students will use a variety of methods and sources documented in MLA style.  Students complete diverse, predominantly non-fiction reading and writing assignments designed to enhance their ability to write 4-5 complex essays for varied purposes, directed to academic audiences.  At least one research essay that defends an arguable assertion is required for students to complete the course.

Successful completion of this course satisfies a SUNY General Education learning outcome or outcomes.  Some work that students do in this course (tests, papers, projects) may be retained by Jefferson Community College in order to demonstrate to SUNY overall levels of student achievement in General Education. 

Instructional Goals
English 101 students will
	read analytically, synthesize effectively, evaluate critically and provide commentary to assigned readings;

select, narrow and develop sophisticated topics for complex essays;
develop and refine thesis statements for essays;
adapt paragraph organization and development to the demands of the thesis in an engaging manner; 
employ the recursive process of writing (drafting, reviewing, revising essays);
	6.	refine a formal academic writing style and adapt that style in terms of tone, sentence 			variety, grammar, diction and structure to support the demands of each  essay; 
	7.	evaluate, incorporate and credit authoritative sources using MLA documentation;
	conduct a systematic, multi-perspective investigation within thesis-driven research essay(s) based on an arguable issue; 

	9.	employ Standard American English in their formal writings; 
	 10.	demonstrate increasing autonomy in achieving each of these goals.



Types of Formal Writing Assignments
During the semester, English 101 students will write 4-5 essays at least one of which is a thesis-driven research essay based on an arguable issue. Additional specifications pertaining to the essays are as follows:

	•	Students will write 4-5 essays on complex topics designed to produce substantive papers (at least 3-4 pages or 750 words); 
	•	formal essays will be thesis driven;
	•	one essay may rely solely upon primary evidence, thus not requiring					documentation; 
	•	a majority of the essays will be supported with varied types of evidence;
	•	the research essays must reflect thorough investigation, complex thought, effective synthesis of multiple perspectives and correct documentation, following MLA format.
 	
Evaluation
The English faculty endorses the following approach to calculating final grades, with the expectation that each instructor’s course outline will specify the weighting of essays and any additional elements. 

	• 	At least 70% of the final grade in English 101 will derive from student performance in the formal essays. Research essays, with documentation and a Works Cited page, should account for at least 20%.
	•	Any remaining percentage of the final grade will derive from student performance in 			the writing process (such as brainstorming, outlines, drafts) as well as in-class 				writing, journaling, peer-reviewing and/or collaborative writing. 

Grading Criteria
The English faculty has approved the use of a grading grid for all formal essays, in particular research essays. A copy of this grid should be distributed with each course outline or posted online.  

Attendance
Attendance and participation are expected for every class.  An absent student may make up a class; however, ALL assignments are due on the original due date.  Therefore, even if a student is absent, the assignment is still due.  Any late assignments will receive a 10% deduction per day.  

Civility
Jefferson Community College believes that all persons should be extended civility and respect, regardless of factors such as opinion/view, institutional role, race, religion, ethnicity, disability, gender, sexual orientation or age. Teaching and learning are the focus of Jefferson Community College. Accordingly, the College is committed to creating and maintaining positive learning and working environments both in and out of the academic classroom.

While it is understood that disagreement will and should occur in a collegiate setting, open communication, intellectual integrity, mutual respect for differing viewpoints, freedom from unnecessary disruption/disorder, and a climate of civility are important institutional values.


Academic Honesty
The English Department recognizes that students need to be reminded of the consequences of plagiarism, though no specific wording is prescribed. Instructors and students should refer to the College Catalog for the College’s specific policy.  A sample of an academic honesty policy follows:

It is expected that all work you submit is ENTIRELY your own unless you have given another source credit using MLA guidelines.  All forms of plagiarism require disciplinary action, which may range from earning no credit for an assignment to failing the course to expulsion from the College.  Students should consult the College Catalog for additional details. 

Course Methods
The English Department does not prescribe course methods; methods may include, but are not limited to, lectures, class discussions, small group discussions, presentations, collaborative exercises, reflective journals and media materials.

Course Topical Outline
The English Department defers to the individual instructor’s course outline for specific information on the topical outline.  A typical topical outline may include the topics listed below; the instructor may add other topics. 

·	Selecting and narrowing sophisticated topics for complex essays
·	Writing arguable assertions 
·	Writing effective topic sentences
·	Organizing and developing multi-paragraph essays suited to the demands of the thesis
·	Employing the recursive process of writing
·	Composing research essays
·	Conducting quality research and skillfully integrating research into writing 
·	Writing thesis-driven research essays based on an arguable issue
·	Documenting authoritative sources using MLA style for all writing that requires research
·	Reading analytically and responding critically to assigned non-fiction
·	Developing and adapting a writing style for a variety of purposes 
·	Refining a writing style to reflect coherence, unity, diction and transition
·	Improving grammar and sentence structure as needed


Course Materials
The English Department has adopted Jane Aaron, LB Brief; individual instructors select additional appropriate texts (such as readers and rhetorical texts); adjunct faculty must select from texts chosen by the full-time English faculty.  





							 		

