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Dear Parents/Guardians,
I want to take this opportunity to wish all of you a Happy Holiday Season.
I hope you are able to find time to enjoy with your family and friends.
We have many exciting concerts and other holiday activities planned for
the next few weeks so please be sure to check our school website for the
dates and times of these events.
As winter and the cold temperatures have arrived, please make sure
your child comes to school wearing a coat, boots, hat and mittens/
gloves. If you are in need of any winter items, please let us know as we
may be able to assist you. Teachers have the option to take students
outside as long as the wind chill is above 20 degrees, so please plan on
outdoor activities continuing in the winter months.
The last day of school before Christmas vacation is Friday, December 21.
Christmas vacation will be December 24 – January 4. Students will
return to school on Monday, January 7. Please have a safe and joyful
holiday and I look forward to seeing everyone in the New Year!

Dave Ramie
Principal

We have had great success with our mission
to emphasize good behavior in the cafeteria.
Our contest has been up and running for two
months now and have had two great classes
win for best class of the month. Classes get
a grade of 1-10 based on behavior,
preparedness, neatness and helpfulness
while at lunch. The class with the best
average score at the end of the month wins
an ice cream party. They get a fun day at lunch with ice cream for a treat, and they win the
Golden Paw award. The trophy is a wreath that hangs outside the classroom for all to see.
We also have a “Caught Being Good” contest running in the cafeteria. When someone gets
caught with extra good , helpful and compassionate behavior,
their name is entered into a weekly drawing to sit with a
friend on the stage at the special table for a day. We have
been having such fun with these contests and have seen
behaviors and neatness in the
cafeteria improve greatly! Our
students are truly great kids!

Mrs. Tyo’s class(left) won the
Golden Paw award for October!

Ms. Edwards’ (right) class tied with
Mrs. Tyo’s class for the Golden Paw
Award for November!

Attention all Dexter
4-6 graders!!!
The Brownville PTO and General
Brown Performing Arts Booster Club is
putting on a Talent show on
th

February 13 , and we want YOU to
sign-up!
If you can sing, dance, play an
instrument, etc. We want you to show
off your talent. The Talent Show
sign-ups will start the week after
Holiday break, and more information
will be sent home in a separate flyer.

Pre-Kindergarten…
It’s
“All About Me”
and my family!

PreK students have spent the last month learning all about themselves. Hair color, eye color, their
favorite things…anything which makes them unique. In the classroom we explore how each person
is different, and how the world is a beautiful place because of that. We learn how to be good
friends and how to take care of ourselves. We also discuss that we grow and change every day,
and that there things we need to do so; food, water, shelter and families to care for us.
One of the most fun projects we do is inviting family members in to decorate unique cardboard
people. It’s always fun to watch parents interact with not only their child but others. And the
parents seem to really have fun too!
By this point in the year, students are learning their roles in the classroom, and the excitement is
really beginning as they make new connections and discover new ideas.

Mrs. Zehr

The last few weeks in Kindergarten have proved to be very busy and
exciting! Kindergarteners are hard at work exploring new letter sounds,
blending these sounds to make words and segmenting words into their
individual sounds. It’s amazing what the students have learned to do in such
a short time! In November, we learned about Thanksgiving and why the
Pilgrims came to America. This month we will be doing many fun Christmas
activities that your child will enjoy.
We continue to work diligently in our Math series-the children enjoy
learning and applying numbers and will soon be adding and subtracting;
what a long way we have come!
Ask your child to share with you what they have learned in school each
day; this will help with language fluency. Parents play an important role in
the early development and ongoing academic success of their child. It is
therefore extremely important for parents to participate in their child’s day
to day learning. Please read to your child and have your child read to you!
Thank you for your participation in the academic success of your child.

**ENJOY THE HOLIDAYS! **
Mrs. Bellinger and Ms. Biedekapp

It was nice meeting with the parents at Parent Conferences. As
you can see from the report card the children have been working
very hard. Please continue to practice the rainbow words with
your child, as well as reinforcing the tricky words as this will
help with your child’s reading fluency. We are excited that
throughout the month of December we will be doing the theme of
Christmas around the world with our culminating activity being a
field trip to the high school. We will be learning about traditions
in England, Germany, Mexico, Italy, Sweden, France, and of
course the United States. We will be continuing to go outside as
long as the weather permits us to. Please make sure your child is
dressed for the weather.

Mrs. St. Onge and
Ms. Tyo

We have been very busy in math and have learned regrouping in
addition and subtraction. It would still be very helpful to have addition and subtraction
flash cards at home to help practice facts. (They make great stocking stuffers!) In
ELA we have been reviewing nouns and learning all about verbs. We have also been
discussing character traits and how those character traits help us understand the
characters we read about without actually meeting them. The students are enjoying it!
We love that you are all so willing to help out with the assignments that come
home daily. With the increased rigor of the Common Core Learning Standards and the
NYS 3rd grade Math and ELA tests ahead of them next year, your help is crucial.
Students need to become better at thinking about the problems and figuring out how
to solve them ON THEIR OWN. So letting them have time to think it through is very
important, then going over the problem together will help to reinforce or guide them to
independence. Thank you!
On December 7th we visited the Commandant’s House in Sackets Harbor to learn
about what Christmas celebrations were like in the 1800s. We had fun making a
Christmas decoration, playing with old-fashioned toys, singing carols and decorating and
eating a cookie! We sure are ready to go for a one-horse open sleigh ride with the boys
and girls of long ago if we could!

We wish everyone a safe, healthy, and happy holiday season.
Ms. Martin and Mrs. Wiley

The first quarter is already over and we had a great turn out for parent
teacher conferences. Thank you, parents. Reading and Math continue to
be our big focus. The students need to continue studying their
multiplication facts. We have started our Multiplication Ice Cream Sundae
Challenge. Some students have already learned all of their facts and are
working on seconds!!
Some parents picked up our red apple supply wishes and donated
various items to our classroom. Thank you so much for all of your
support.
The third grade classes watched The Magic Paintbrush performed by
the Merry Go Round Theater. They acted out a folktale set in China. The
students loved it!
Please remember to sign and check reading logs nightly. Also many of
the students need to stock up on supplies again. Students are running
out of pencils. Thank you in advance for your help and support.

Mrs. Ketcham
Ms. Edwards

The first ten weeks of fourth grade were very busy! We
enjoyed meeting with all of you at
parent-teacher conferences.
As part of our Native American
unit, students enjoyed a
presentation about the Iroquois way
of life, and a Merry Go Round
performance of “The Keeper’s
Voice”. Students are now creating
posters of some of the first explorers
of North America. Soon, 4th graders
will be learning about the colonial way of life.
In math students continue to build their multiplication and
division skills. They love to use the Chromebooks to access
websites such as i-Ready, TenMarks
and Khan Academy. Please continue to
practice math facts at home with your
child.
Mrs. Moore and Mrs. Paige

Happy December, Fifth Grade Families! We enjoyed getting to see all of you at Parent-Teacher
Conferences last month. We look forward to continued collaboration between home and school to support our
students in every way possible. Thank you for your donations to both the Dexter Backpack Program and the
Stockings for Seniors project. Our classes were able to stuff several stockings that will be delivered to Senior
Citizens in and around Watertown. We appreciate your support of this holiday service project.
Our classrooms and students have been busy in ELA. We concluded our exploration of human rights
through the novel Esperanza Rising. Students followed Esperanza’s journey from Mexico to the United States and
identified human rights challenges throughout her story. We are now studying the novel Holes by Louis Sachar.
Students are reading collaboratively in small groups and practicing reading skills such as summarizing, sequencing,
compare/contrast, as well as participating in activities designed to strengthen their vocabulary and
comprehension. Writing continues to be a focus through daily writing activities and weekly writing assignments.
The focus in math has been on number operations such as multiplication and division of whole numbers. We are
currently working on long division with two-digit divisors and multi-digit dividends. Our next unit will be on
number operations, such as addition and subtraction, of decimal numbers. We encourage all students to practice
their basic math facts. Students can utilize flashcards in order to practice or can use websites such as
www.xtramath.org or www.sumdog.com to increase their math fact fluency.
Different regions of the United States have been the focus in Social Studies. Students have been learning
about the specific characteristics of each region and how they differ from one another. To continue this learning,
students will be participating in a project about a specific region. We have finished our discussion of cells in
Science, and have moved on to the Five Kingdoms of Life. We have explored how scientists classify all living things
into kingdoms and how those kingdoms can then be broken down into smaller categories. We have a few more
lessons on this topic and then students will be creating an infographic detailing their learning. Our next topic in
Science will be genetics.
Again, we love having each and every one of your students in our classroom and look forward to an
exciting rest of the year. Happy Holidays!

Mrs. Konwinski
and
Mrs. Vodicka

Christmas is right around the corner and to promote community awareness, the sixth grade
students have raised funds to shop for the NEED TO FEED program through the Dexter
Presbyterian Church. This activity is in its second year, and students will still be helping others of
all ages and stages! Our trip was on December 5, 2018. By helping those within our community,
the sixth grade students will be on the path to becoming responsible, productive, patriotic
citizens.
We have wrapped up our creative writing contest, ECHOES. Students have submitted their pieces
and we will hear about our winners in March. Good luck to all students!
As this year progresses, the students are meeting some challenging material in the classroom. In
reading we will be ending The Lightning Thief and Hero Project and moving into a book that takes
place during the Great Depression: Bud, Not Buddy. Students will be analyzing text, speeches and
poetry.
In math, we have implemented a new program called Prodigy. This is a game format program
used for math practice. Students are having a blast learning how to use the game as well as
getting in some good math practice. We will be moving into pre-algebra with expressions and
equations after Christmas break. Get ready to solve for the x!
In social studies we will be moving into Egypt, China and India and then into the favorites of
Greece and Rome- YAY! More mythology. We
have some projects that will be done with
some of these chapters. Right now, using
Google Classroom and our chapter on
Mesopotamia, students will be analyzing
artifacts, charts, graphs and visiting virtual
archaeological sites to draw conclusions
about the Paleolithic to Neolithic Revolution.
In science we are going to talk about our
atmosphere and weather. As the weather
continues to get colder and we expect snow,
the students will use maps and weather
reports to predict snow days!

Ms. Aumell and
Mrs. Connell

Mr. Hartle
The Physical Education Classes have wrapped up their physical fitness units and
completed the pretest for the Presidential Physical Fitness test. Students now have a good
idea where they need to improve to obtain a National or Presidential Physical Fitness Award.
The real test in which they qualify for the National and Presidential Physical Fitness award is
held near the end of the year.
Physical Education Classes will now be moving into the direction of winter sports.
Basketball and Volleyball units will last four weeks a piece. Students will learn basic skills and
compete in modified games. Students will understand game concepts and develop a sense of
fair play.
Hopefully your child is taking advantage of the winter sports opportunities here at
General Brown. Basketball and Wrestling are both starting. Please ask for more information if
needed. We hope that you are taking every opportunity to get out and get some exercise.
Please remember that boots and jewelry are not allowed in class. Pack your Childs sneakers in
their backpack as weather changes.

Kindergarteners have their concerts very, very soon. They are working hard to memorize words and practice
singing. Parents, be sure you have December 18 (Dexter) or December 19 (BGP) marked on your calendars!
Our Kindergarten Christmas program is 9:30am on those days in the cafeteria (Dexter) or gym (BGP).
1st & 2nd graders have begun to look ahead to the new year, and their concert on February 28th. Our theme this
year is “Singing is for the Birds!” We’ve started a few fun and musically challenging pieces, all featuring
different kinds of birds.
rd
3 graders have been working on reading notes on the staff, clef, and note values. We will continue to work on
reading fluency throughout the year.
th
4 graders have learned B, A, and G on the recorder, and are working through a songbook called “BAGolopolis”.
It’s full of fun and exciting tunes that use only those three notes.
th
5 graders have learned low F, F#, and Bb on the recorder. Right now we are getting in the holiday spirit and
learning “Jingle Bells” on our recorders. Ask your 5th grader for a little concert on Christmas!
6th graders have returned from their trip around the world, and know songs in Japanese, Spanish, German,
Hebrew, and Swahili! We are currently exercising some friendly competition in a game of Jeopardy, using the
knowledge we’ve gained from the unit.

Ms. Davis

Left: Gabriel Wright
(4th)
Right: Thomas Bartram
(2nd)

Students in grades K-6 have been eagerly working on their winter animal
portraits. Please be sure to login to your Artsonia page to see what your child
has created. This project makes a wonderful stocking stuffer for that extra
special person on your Christmas list. Don’t forget, if your child is actively
creating at home, take a photo of the artwork and upload it to your Artsonia
account using the app. The artwork will stay in their online gallery forever!
I hope you enjoy viewing your child’s artwork as much as we enjoy making it!
Keep Creating-

Mrs. Majo

HEAD START
IS THE BEST START
Head Start is recruiting for the current program year.

Head Start provides additional

Families with children that will be age 3 or 4 on or before

services including family support,
mental health resources, health
and developmental screenings,
on-site nutritious meals, and
parent trainings.

December 1st, 2018 are eligible to apply.

Head Start is a federally funded pre-school education
program offered at no cost to families who are income
eligible. Automatically eligible are those families receiving
public assistance or SSI, are homeless, and those with foster
children. Income may be waived for a child with a
diagnosed disability or is living in a high– risk environment.

Head Start offers your child the educational
opportunity to socialize with peers in a classroom
setting, engage in pre-kindergarten readiness experiences,
and to build on individual skills and talents.

Head Start locations are in Watertown,
Carthage, Adams Center, Evans Mills and Dexter.
We provide a variety of options including center-based
and home based for rural areas.
Transportation is available within center boundaries.

If you or someone
you know is
interested
please call us at:
315-782 – 4900 ext.
236.

