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Thank you for attending our Parent Conferences in November. It was nice to see such a large turnout. A key
to your student’s academic success begins with a strong home- school connection.

Dress for the weather
As the seasons start to change, please see that your child is properly dressed for the elements. Classes
continue to go outside during the winter months, so please help to make sure they are dressed for the
conditions.

Parent Drop off
At this time of year, it is especially important to be aware of and follow our drop off procedures to ensure
student safety. Thank you for following our transportation procedures.
● The Gym Parking Lot is the only spot for drop off and pickup of your child.
●

Drop off time is not before 8:50 a.m.

●

Pickup time is 3:20p.m.

On behalf of the Brownville Glen Park faculty and staff, we wish
you a safe and happy Holiday Season.

Joseph O’Donnell
Principal
I leave you with a quote:
“In a world where you can be anything,
be kind.”

Attention all Brownville
Glen Park 4-6 graders!!!
The Brownville PTO and General
Brown Performing Arts Booster
Club is putting on a Talent show on
February 13th, and we want YOU
to sign-up!
If you can sing, dance, play an
instrument, etc. We want you to
show off your talent. The Talent
Show sign-ups will start the week
after Holiday break, and more
information will be sent home in a
separate flyer.

If you recently took a peek in our Pre-K classroom, you might find us acting out stories we read
with puppets or props. We might even change the story and create a new one. When we build,
you’ll see that we measure how tall a structure is with cubes, rainbow rulers or our bodies. The
Science Center is a favorite place to discover how leaves turn into dirt, observe what magnets
attach to, touch various rocks and wonder how they became smooth or sparkly.
During our community and transportation studies, we made a 2 dimensional map of our
community, then added the workers’ vehicles and road signs. To get the feel of being a real
construction worker, our crew donned work clothes, dug holes, constructed buildings, and built
roadways with trucks, kid-created machines, and materials on hand. The classroom became a
construction site. Can you imagine what will happen when we reenact The Three Little Pigs and
the Gingerbread Stories later in December?!
One might take away the idea that all Pre-K does is play. And for the most part, they would be
right. However…
“Play gives children a chance to practice what they are learning.” - Mr.Fred Rogers

Mrs. McIntosh and Mrs. Hennigan

Our Puppeteer!

The tower is how many PreK
kids high?

December will be a very busy month for kindergarten.
In mid-December, we will be singing Christmas songs for a senior
citizens group at the Methodist Church in Brownville. On December
19th, parents will be invited to a kindergarten Christmas concert in our
gym at 9:30am.
In preparation for our Christmas gift exchange, each child will be
required to bring in small unwrapped items (enough for the class) to be
placed in Christmas goody bags. All items must be the same; for
example: pencils, Play-Doh, sheets of stickers, erasers, bouncy balls, or
stampers. These items can easily be found at the Dollar Store, Target,
Wal-Mart, Big Lots, or Five and Below. Our classroom Christmas parties
will be held on either Wednesday December 19th or Friday, December
21st. Before vacation, Buster the Bus will visit our classrooms to teach
us about bus safety.
Also, when winter officially arrives and snow is on the ground, we plan
to go outside for recess a few days a month. In order for your child to
play outside, s/he must be prepared with the following items: winter
jacket, snow pants, boots, hat, and gloves/mittens. We will let you know
in our weekly newsletters when we plan an outside recess. We hope this
will help the kids to run off some extra energy during those long winter
months.

Mrs. Cloonan, Mrs. Dillabough and
Mrs. Parker

First grade continues to be an exciting place. We are working hard to master our
phonics skills and Rainbow Words. We have the opportunity to read every day at school,
both independently and in groups, and we know that the more we read, the better we
will become – please continue to read with your child every day at home too!
In math we have been working on addition and subtraction strategies. By the end
of the year we need to be able to accurately and quickly identify addition and
subtraction facts to 10, so we will continue to practice every day to strengthen our skills.
We are all very excited about our upcoming holidays (especially that one with
Santa!) and we are really enjoying our Christmas Around the World Unit! We are
“visiting” several countries to learn about their Christmas and Holiday traditions. This
unit will culminate with a trip to the high school where the high school students will
present to us about each country we visit. Our suitcases will soon be packed and ready
to go!

Mrs. Devine, Mrs. Hartle and Mr. Orcesi

It has been a very busy fall for 2nd grade!
We were able to honor our Veterans and appreciate the amazing service members in
our families on our, “Wall of Heroes”. We’ve started Domain 5: War of 1812 during our
Listening and Learning Section of the day. In our Skills section we’ve been working on
long vowels, consonant blends, prefixes, compound words, and nouns (plural, proper,
and possessives). In math, we’ve been working on Two-Digit Subtraction with
Regrouping. Students are required to master addition/subtraction facts to 20.
Working with your child daily using addition and subtraction flashcards would help
them master their facts.
Recently we went on our annual field trip to the Sacket’s Harbor Battlefield to
experience a “Victorian Christmas”. We made ornaments, decorated cookies, played
with old wooden toys and played kazoos to Christmas carols.
Please continue to have your child read aloud at home. It was wonderful getting to
see our children’s families at Parent/Teacher conferences! Thank you all for coming!
We hope you enjoy the holiday season!

Ms. Flint
Mrs. Knight
Mrs. Pacini

Third grade is a busy place! In Science we have been learning about weather and in Social Studies we have been
learning about how communities grow and change. Students are excited to be learning multiplication and division
in Math. Please have your child practice his or her math facts each night so he or she knows them quickly and
accurately. Multiplication.com is a great website with many games that will help your child with multiplication
facts.
Students are enjoying our ELA topics. We are working on reading comprehension and strengthening our writing
skills. We are reading a variety of genres in our guided reading groups. Please encourage your child to read at
home every night.
In November, third graders had the opportunity to watch the play “The Magic Paintbrush” put on by the
Merry-Go-Round Youth Theater. The students really enjoyed the production and even learned a few words in
Mandarin!
Parent/Teacher conferences have come and gone. We appreciate you taking the time to come in and meet with us to
discuss your child. Our students wouldn’t be successful without your support!

Mrs. Burgess, Mrs. Campany, and Mrs. Delano

Goodbye 1st marking period! Welcome 2nd marking period! Thank you parents for attending parent
teacher conferences.
In Math, students have completed Chapters 1 through 4. They are now learning how to multiply two-digit
numbers by two-digit numbers. Please encourage your child to study and master the basic multiplication facts.
In Social Studies, the students became experts on Native Americans in New York State, and we will soon be learning
about Colonial New York.
In English Language Arts, we have been focusing on certain reading skills such as main idea, supporting details,
making inferences, and finding text based evidence to support written responses. These reading skills will help improve
reading comprehension. Please encourage your child to read both fiction and nonfiction books at home. Students have also
been writing paragraphs which focus on topic sentences, supporting details, and conclusions.
We are also learning about habitats, ecosystems, photosynthesis, and food chains in Science class.
The 4th graders have also been participating in PIVOT with Miss Zehr. PIVOT is an 8 week program that teaches life
skills such as communication, self-esteem, decision-making, and ways to deal with stress.
We continue to utilize the chromebooks which will enhance the students’ technology skills as well as provide
additional support in Reading and Math. They are also using Google Classroom and Google Docs.

Mrs. Ahlheim, Mrs. Hunt, and Mrs. Nichols

Social Studies: It’s all about our “Home Biomes”...Stop and ask a fifth grade traveler where they are
headed. Students are working as members of research teams to learn more about biomes in the United
States. They have chosen various geographical regions in states across the country and have been looking
at their climates, landforms, vegetation, animals etc. Their travels range from the Florida wetlands to the
Alaskan tundra and the Arizona desert to the forests of Vermont. Students are preparing brochures and
fictional journal entries to entice travelers and share the knowledge they have gathered. Oh! The places
they may go!
Science: Students recently finished off the our cells and characteristics of life unit with creative cell
models. Next we will be exploring genetics and heredity. Students will discover how traits are passed
from parents to offspring and learn about things such as genes, chromosomes, DNA, and alleles.

Cell
Models
Math: We’ve been working on
multiplying by more than one
digit, properties of multiplication, reviewing fact families and sorting our way through the long
division process. We’re continuing to work hard dissecting word problems, purging the distractors and
identifying key words that trigger what
operation we should be completing within the word problem. In the next few chapters, we will be learning how to divide with two digit divisors, and begin multiplying and dividing decimals!
ELA: We’ve been working on a plethora of things. We’ve begun focusing on writing and expanding our
writing by explaining why the details we choose to support our answers do in fact, support our
answers . We’ve recently finished Esperanza Rising and other novels to continue to build our fluency and
comprehension skills. In the next few weeks, we will be continuing to work on things such as writing
skills, main idea, supporting our answers with relevant evidence, and beginning to fuel our writing and
understanding various types of literature through the understanding of key pieces of figurative
language. In ELA lab, students who are afforded the opportunity to attend have been dabbling in text
structures such as compare and contrast and cause and effect. They’ve also begun determining the theme
of a passage while finding key details that support their theme.

Mrs. Bucher, Mrs. Hamilton and Mr. Worden

Our students have been adjusting well to the new content and challenging demands of 6 th grade. The 6th
grade math content will become even more challenging for students as the year progresses. We have
finished working with decimal numbers and adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing fractions, as well
as converting units of measure. We are now studying ratios and rates. In math, it is very important to know
basic facts, because everything else builds upon them. Therefore, we took the time at the beginning of the
year to review. If you find that your child is struggling with their basic math facts, please continue to work
with them at home. There are many sites on the internet that have flash cards for all facts and math games
that engage the students and develop their skills. One of the math sites that the students have been
enjoying at school and home is sumdog.com. The students are engaged and learning, give it a try at home!
In English Language Arts our students have been working on skills that will allow them to succeed as readers
and writers. Remember, if you have your child read 20 minutes each night, their performance in reading
fluency and comprehension improves. In Science we recently wrapped up our unit States of Matter, Physical
and Chemical Changes. Topics that are coming up in Science are Density and Weather. A new engaging
tool that we will be trying in science this year is called FLIPGRID. It will allow the students to have fun while
learning. In Social Studies we have been studying about the lives of the early peoples and civilizations. The
students have learned about the harsh ruling of Hammurabi with his code of laws and wrote a letter
expressing their opinion on one of his laws. We will be continuing with studies of Ancient Egypt and early
civilizations in Asia.
Now that the weather has started to turn cold, we want to remind you that all students will need to be
dressed appropriately for the weather. We thank you for your continued support and we are looking
forward to continuing our mission of preparing and inspiring each student in 6 th grade to meet their future
challenges.

Mrs. Dupee, Mrs. Robinson and Ms. Russell

Students in grades K-6 have been eagerly working on their
winter animal portraits. Please be sure to login to your Artsonia
page to see what your child has created. This project makes a
wonderful stocking stuffer for that extra special person on your
Christmas list. Don’t forget, if your child is actively creating at
home, take a photo of the artwork and upload it to your Artsonia
account using the app. The artwork will stay in their online
gallery forever!

Left: Madison Cummings (3rd)
Right:

I hope you enjoy viewing your child’s artwork as much as we
enjoy making it!
Keep Creating!

Mrs. Majo

The Physical Education Classes have wrapped up their physical fitness units and completed the pretest for the Presidential
Physical Fitness test. Students now have a good idea where they need to improve to obtain a National or Presidential Physical
Fitness Award. The real test in which they qualify for the National and Presidential Physical Fitness award is held near the end of
the year.
Physical Education Classes will now be moving into the direction of winter sports. Basketball and Volleyball units will last
four weeks a piece. Students will learn basic skills and compete in modified games. Students will understand game concepts and
develop a sense of fair play.
Hopefully your child is taking advantage of the winter sports opportunities here at General Brown. Basketball and
Wrestling are both starting. Please ask for more information if needed. We hope that you are taking every opportunity to get out
and get some exercise. Please remember that boots and jewelry are not allowed in class. Pack your Childs sneakers in their
backpack as weather changes.

Ms. Labiendo and Mr. Knowlton

Kindergarteners have their concerts very, very soon. They are working hard to memorize words and practice singing. Parents, be sure you have December 18 (Dexter) or December 19 (BGP) marked on your calendars! Our
Kindergarten Christmas program is 9:30am on those days in the cafeteria (Dexter) or gym (BGP).
st
1 & 2nd graders have begun to look ahead to the new year, and their concert on February 28 th. Our theme this year
is “Singing is for the Birds!” We’ve started a few fun and musically challenging pieces, all featuring different kinds
of birds.
3rd graders have been working on reading notes on the staff, clef, and note values. We will continue to work on
reading fluency throughout the year.
4th graders have learned B, A, and G on the recorder, and are working through a songbook called “BAGolopolis”. It’s
full of fun and exciting tunes that use only those three notes.
th
5 graders have learned low F, F#, and Bb on the recorder. Right now we are getting in the holiday spirit and
learning “Jingle Bells” on our recorders. Ask your 5th grader for a little concert on Christmas!
6th graders have returned from their trip around the world, and know songs in Japanese, Spanish, German, Hebrew,
and Swahili! We are currently exercising some friendly competition in a game of Jeopardy, using the knowledge
we’ve gained from the unit.

Ms. Davis
The Gold Band and 5/6 Chorus Holiday concert is December 13th at 5:30PM. The 3/4 Chorus Holiday concert is the
same evening, at 6:45PM. Please visit my website on the GB Arts & Specials page, where students can sing along to
the music and study their words. Practice!!

HEAD START
IS THE BEST START
Head Start is recruiting for the current
program year. Families with children that will
be age 3 or 4 on or before December 1st,
2018 are eligible to apply.

Head Start is a federally funded pre-school
education program offered at no cost to
families who are income eligible.
Automatically eligible are those families
receiving public assistance or SSI, are
homeless, and foster children. Income may
be waived for a child with a diagnosed
disability or living in a high– risk
environment.

Head Start offers your child the
educational opportunity to socialize with
peers in a classroom setting, engage in
pre-kindergarten readiness experiences, and
to build on individual skills and talents.

Head Start locations are in Watertown,
Carthage, Adams Center, Evans Mills and
Dexter. We provide a variety of options
including center-based and home based for
rural areas. Transportation is available
within center boundaries.

Head Start provides additional
services including family support,
mental health resources, health and
developmental screenings, on-site
nutritious meals and parent trainings.

If you or someone
you know is
interested
please call us at:
315-782 – 4900 ext.
236.

