What was the Cold War?
● Describe what the Cold War was.

Objective:

Introduction
➡ Directions: Examine the images below that were all created in the United States during the Cold War, then complete
the See-Think-Wonder activity that follows.

A booklet entitled “Survival Under Atomic Attack” issued in
1950 by the US Government.
Image is courtesy of wikimedia commons and is in the public domain

The cover of an American comic book published in 1947.
Image courtesy of Wikimedia Commons and is in the public domain.

See

Think

Wonder

Identify two things you observe in the Based on these images, what
images above.
concerned Americans during the Cold
War?

Write at least two questions you have
about the images above.

1.

I wonder..

2.

Americans are concerned about….

I wonder…

What was the Cold War?
Contextualize

(1945-1991) a state of political and military tension after World War II

Cold War

between powers in the Western Bloc (the United States and its
capitalist allies) and powers in the Eastern Bloc (the Soviet Union and
its communist allies)

The Western Bloc

The Eastern Bloc

U.S.A. & NATO allies

USSR

Warsaw Pact allies & 

Economic System: Capitalism
Political System: Democracy

The United States wanted to
contain communism so they
pursued the policy of containment.
Containment was a strategy of keeping
communism within its existing boundaries and
preventing it expanding. This policy meant the
United States would support any nation facing
an external or internal communist threat.

Economic System: Command Economy
Political System: Communism

vs.

The USSR wanted to promote
communism and spread these ideas
to other countries.
The promotion of communism was a strategy of
expanding communism outside its existing
boundaries. This policy meant the Soviet Union
would support any nation facing external or
internal aggression from the Western bloc.

➡ Directions: Watch the video entitled “The Cold War in 7 minutes” from Academia Play EN (0:00-0:50)
and read the transcript below, then answer the questions that follow.

Video Transcript:
The Cold War was a conflict that began at the end of the Second World War in 1945. The end of the war marked the end
of the supremacy of Europe. Two powers took over: the United States and the Soviet Union leading two blocs with their
own alliances and satellite states. The so-called Western bloc [were] capitalists and the Eastern Bloc were communists.
Why was it called the Cold War? Because neither of the two blocs ever took direct actions against the other. It wasn't a
normal war although there were derivative conflicts and subsidiary wars [conflicts related to the competition between
the USA and USSR]. The reasons for this conflict were essentially ideological, political, economic, and for propaganda
purposes. The Soviet Union financed and supported revolutions and socialist governments, while the United States gave
open support [to capitalist countries].
1. The Cold War took place after which war?
The Cold War took place after….

2. Which countries were the most powerful during the Cold War? How were those two countries different?
The two countries that were the most powerful during the Cold War were…
These countries were different because...

3. Why was the Cold War called “cold?”
The Cold War was called “cold” because….

Objective:

What political and economic ideologies influenced the
foreign policies of the Soviet Union and the United States
during the Cold War?
● Explain the effects of the political and economic ideologies of the Soviet Union and
the United States on their foreign policies during the Cold War.

Introduction
➡ Directions: Write down anything you remember about the terms below. Try to include at least two characteristics
you remember.
Term

What do you remember?
What I remember about capitalism is…

Capitalism

Democracy

Socialism

Communism

Market Economy

Command Economy

UNIT 10.6| Unresolved Global Conflict (1945-1991) | SQ 2. What political and economic ideologies influenced the foreign policies of
the Soviet Union and the United States during the Cold War?

(1945-1991) a state of political and military tension after World War II

Cold War

between powers in the Western Bloc (the United States and its
capitalist allies) and powers in the Eastern Bloc (the Soviet Union and
its communist allies)

The Western Bloc

The Eastern Bloc

U.S.A. & NATO allies
Economic System: Capitalism
Political System: Democracy

The United States wanted to
contain communism so they
pursued the policy of containment.

USSR

Warsaw Pact allies & 

vs.

Economic System: Command Economy
Political System: Communism

The USSR wanted to promote
communism and spread these ideas
to other countries.
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Essential Vocabulary
➡ Directions: Given the vocabulary terms below and their definitions, draw and image to represent that term and use it
in a sentence.

Word/Phrase

Definition

economic
system

a set of beliefs and practices
related to the use of a
country or region's wealth
and resources

ideology

a collection of ideas or
beliefs shared by a group of
people

political system

the rules and process for
making decisions in a
government

foreign policy

a government's strategy for
dealing with other nations

Insert an Image

Write a Sentence Using the Word

The United states economic system
is capitalism.
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Economic and Political Ideologies of the Soviet Union during the Cold
War
➡ Directions: Read the text and examine the images below, then respond to the accompanying questions.
In 1917, the Russian Revolution led by Vladimir Lenin overthrew
Russian Czar Nicolas II. The Bolsheviks, as Lenin’s followers were
called, established the first Communist government in the world and
changed the name of the country from Russia to the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics (USSR), also known as the Soviet Union.
The Bolsheviks were supported by the workers and peasants in
Russia because they promised to bring “Peace, Land, and Bread.”
This meant that they would take the country out of World War I and
redistribute the land and wealth of the country to everyone in it
equally after taking over the country. These and other Communist
ideas that were attempted by the Soviet Union are based on the
theories developed by Karl Marx and Fredrich Engels as written
about in their pamphlet The Communist Manifesto ( 1848). Marx and
Engels, writing in reaction to the negative effects of the Industrial
Revolution, thought that the goal of making as much money as
possible led to greater inequality in society and the only way to
overcome that was to take all of the means of production, like farms,
factories, and other large businesses, from the rich (or bourgeoisie)
and to give those means of production to the poor and working class
(or proletariat) equally.

Vladimir Lenin, leader of the Bolshevik Revolution
in 1917 speaking to troops in 1920.

1. Which writing inspired the ideas
supported by the Bolsheviks?

2. What turning point occurred in
Russia in 1917?

The writing that inspired the ideas
supported by the Bolsheviks was...

The turning point that occured in
Russia in 1917 was...

Image is courtesy of wikimedia commons and is in the public domain

3. What did the Bolsheviks plan to do
after taking control of Russia?

Economic and Political Ideologies Within the Soviet Union
Vladimir Lenin died in 1924 shortly after taking power. His successor, Joseph Stalin, turned the Soviet Union into a
totalitarian state, a system of government in which one party tries to rule with complete control over every aspect of the
lives of its citizens. As a totalitarian leader, Stalin turned the country into a Command Economy. In a command economy,
all of the economic decisions are made by the central government. The government decides what should be produced,
how it should be produced, how much should be produced, when it should be produced, and by whom it should be
produced. This was the case for industrial goods like heavy machinery, textiles like clothing, and food.
4. Who took over in the USSR after Vladimir Lenin?

5. What is a command economy? How is it different from
the economy in the United States today?
A command economy is...
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Sometimes the Soviet Union’s command economy was
successful as with the Five-Year Plans. Stalin thought that
the Soviet Union needed to catch up with the rest of the
world’s industrial output and transportation technology.
To do so, he created a series of "Five-Year Plans" starting
in the late 1920s. These plans set high production goals
for industries like mining, railroads, electric plants and
manufacturers. The Five Year plans were successful in
increasing the industrial output of the Soviet Union. As a
result, the country became a world leader in industrial
goods, but the effects of the Five Year Plans were not all
positive.

6. What was the goal of the Five Years Plans? Were they
successful? Why or why not?

7. How were the Five Year Plans evidence of a command
economy in the USSR?

Often, the Soviet Union’s command economy had disastrous effects on its citizens. The policy of forced collectivization,
which was the agricultural part of the Five Year Plans, is one example. The goal of collectivization was to increase
agricultural output from large government-owned farms created through the integration of smaller private farms. Farm
owners and peasants did not have a choice. They had to give up their land and work on the new collectivized farms.
Peasants were required to give up their farming equipment, livestock, produce, and even their homes to the
government. It was meant to bring the peasants under more direct political control, to make it easier for the government
to collect taxes and provide more food for people living in Soviet cities, but collectivization led to a drastic drop in living
standards for many peasants, and caused violent reactions by the peasantry.
In the first years of collectivization, it was estimated that agricultural production would rise 50 percent, however,
agricultural production actually dropped. Stalin blamed this failure on kulaks (rich peasants) , who resisted
collectivization. (However, kulaks only made up 4 percent of the peasant population). Therefore those defined as
"kulaks," "kulak helpers," and later "ex-kulaks" were ordered by Stalin to be shot, placed into Gulag labor camps, or
deported to remote areas of the country, depending on the charge.
8. What was the goal of collectivization? Was it
successful? Why or why not?

9. How was collectivization evidence of a command
economy in the USSR?
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Economic and Political Ideologies in the Soviet Union’s Foreign Policy
Communism’s founding document, The Communist
Manifesto, ends with this passage,
In short, the Communists everywhere support
every revolutionary movement against the
existing social and political order of things [...]
The Communists disdain to conceal their
views and aims. They openly declare that
their ends can be attained only by the forcible
overthrow of all existing social conditions. Let
the ruling classes tremble at a Communistic
revolution. The proletarians have nothing to
lose but their chains. They have a world to
win.
WORKING MEN OF ALL COUNTRIES, UNITE!
The phrases “the Communists everywhere support every
revolutionary movement,” “They have a world to win.”
and “WORKING MEN OF ALL COUNTRIES, UNITE!” are
evidence of the Communist belief in World Revolution.
Many Communists believe that the final stage of a
Communist Revolution would be the elimination of
classes all over the world and the equal distribution of all
resources across countries. To create the conditions for
World Revolution, communist nations, led by the USSR,
attempted to spread their ideas to other countries.

Soviet poster entitled “The workers have nothing to lose except
their chains.”
Source: https://exhibits.lib.berkeley.edu/spotlight/russian-revolution/browse/all-exhibit-items?page=4

10. What is the idea of World
Revolution?

11. From which document does the
idea of World Revolution come?

12. What foreign policy did the USSR
have as a result of the idea of World
Revolution?

The idea of World Revolution is
defined as…
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Economic and Political Ideologies of the United States during the Cold
War
➡ Directions: Read the text and examine the images below, then respond to the accompanying questions.
Economic and Political Ideologies Within the United States
While the Soviet Union was the leading communist country and had a command economy, the United States was the
most powerful capitalist country. Capitalism is an economic system in which land, factories, and other resources are
owned by individuals instead of the government. In this system, the prices of things people buy are decided by the
people who sell them and not by the government. This type of economy is also called a “market economy” because it
acts like a market where people sell goods and others come there to buy them. The sellers have a price that would like to
get for their goods and buyers have a price that they would like to pay. In the market, the buyers and sellers decide on a
price together. Each of them considers the supply (how much of something there is) and the demand (how badly people
want them) of the goods.
13. What is a capitalist economy?

14. What is the difference between a capitalist economy
and a command economy?

A capitalist economy is defined as…

The difference between a capitalist economy and a
command economy is...

The political system in the United States during the Cold War and today, is democracy. A democracy is a form of
government in which people vote. A representative democracy, like the United States is a government in which people
vote for people to represent them in the government and to make decisions on their behalf. For example, Americans
elect people to the United States House of Representatives and Senate to express their views in the federal government.
During World War II, the United States fought against countries with fascist and totalitarian governments like Nazi
Germany, Italy under Benito Mussolini, and imperial Japan, where the government had complete control of the people
who lived there and the citizens did not have the right to vote them out of office. One of the reasons some Americans
supported the war was to free people from governments that were not democracies and to support countries that were
like Great Britain and France. The alliance with the Soviet Union made some Americans uneasy because it was a
totalitarian and communist government in which there was only one political party, the Communist Party, so if there
were elections, they were not democratic.
15. What was the difference between the political
systems in the United States and the Soviet Union?

16. Why did some people in the United States not
support the alliance with the Soviet Union during World
War II?

UNIT 10.6| Unresolved Global Conflict (1945-1991) | SQ 2. What political and economic ideologies influenced the foreign policies of
the Soviet Union and the United States during the Cold War?

Economic and Political Ideologies in the United State’s Foreign Policy
In World War II, the United States did not want fascist and totalitarian governments to gain power, influence, and land.
Similarly, during the Cold War, the leaders of the United States did not want communist governments to gain power,
influence, and land outside of the countries that were already communist.
The United States government believed in the Domino Theory. The Domino Theory is the idea that an event in one
country will cause a similar event in a neighboring country, in the same way that a row of dominoes will fall one after
another, if the first one is knocked down. During the Cold War, the United States feared that if one country became
commmunist, that others nearby would become communist too, leading to a domino effect that would turn many
countries communist. This idea was further supported by the communist support of World Revolution and the actions
taken by the Soviet Union to influence countries in Eastern Europe and Asia to adapt communism.
The Domino Theory was articulated by United States President Dwight Eisenhower during a press conference on April 7,
1954.
Reporter: M
 r. President, would you mind commenting on the
strategic importance of Indochina for the free world? I think
there has been, across the country, some lack of understanding
on just what it means to us.
The President: You have, of course, both the specific and the
general when you talk about such things. First of all, you have the
specific value of a locality in its production of materials that the
world needs. Then you have the possibility that many human
beings pass under a dictatorship that is inimical [hostile] to the
free world. Finally, you have broader considerations that might
follow what you would call the “falling domino” principle. You
have a row of dominoes set up, you knock over the first one, and
what will happen to the last one is the certainty that it will go
over very quickly. So you could have a beginning of a
disintegration that would have the most profound influences. . . .
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1959.
Image is in the public domain and is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.

Source: Press Conference with President Dwight Eisenhower, April 7, 1954

17. What was the Domino Theory? What did the United States government fear would happen if a country became
communist?
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To prevent the spread of communism, the United States
followed a foreign policy during the Cold War known as the
Truman Doctrine, which was articulated by President Harry
S. Truman in 1947. The goal of the Truman Doctrine was
containment. The goal of containment was to “contain”
communism in the countries in which it was already the
ruling political system. Before the Truman Doctrine, the
United States stayed out of regional conflicts that did not
directly involve their country, but the Truman Doctrine
made it clear that the United States would actively resist
the Soviet Union’s attempts to spread communism to other
countries.
The Marshall Plan, named after Secretary of State George
C. Marshall and was passed in 1948, was one policy the
United States used to contain communism. The Marshall
Plan was a policy used by the United States to strengthen
democratic governments by providing food and economic
assistance to war-ravaged European countries to help them
rebuild after the war. The Marshall Plan was motivated by
the idea that countries recovering from the war might elect
communist leaders because of the promise of economic
equality in that system. To ensure that communism did not
spread, the United States provided about $13 billion to
Western nations to help rebuild their economies. Although
the USSR was offered participation, they refused and
blocked benefits to Eastern Bloc countries such as East
Germany and Poland. The USSR saw the Marshall Plan as
an attempt to buy the support of smaller countries.
Source: https://history.state.gov/milestones/1945-1952/truman-doctrine

Many European governments produced materials to explain
the Marshall Plan to their citizens, such as this booklet printed
by the Ministry of Economic Affairs of the Netherlands. A note
in this English edition states that the original Dutch version,
published in November 1949, was distributed to employers
and employees, professional groups, teachers, students, and
other groups in the Netherlands. It reached 2.5 million readers
out of a total population of 10 million, a quarter of the nation.
Source: Jo Spier. The Marshall Plan and You.
The Hague, the Netherlands: Ministry of Economic Affairs, 1949 From the
Library of Congress

18. Describe the United States policy
of containment.

19. Why might someone who
believes in the Domino Theory
support the Truman Doctrine?

20. How did the Marshall Plan
support the Truman Doctrine and the
policy of containment?
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Objective:

What alliances formed during the Cold War? Why did
countries join them?
● Identify the Cold War alliances and the major countries that joined them.

Introduction
➡Directions: Read the following situation and respond to the question that follows.

You have an older brother and an older sister. Your older brother and sister start to fight and argue. When they get to a
point in their argument when neither of them will back down, they turn to you. They tell you that you have to pick a side
to be on. They tell you to either side with your brother or your sister.
1. What are the advantages of taking a side in a dispute
between your siblings?

2. What are the advantages of NOT taking a side in a
dispute between your siblings?
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(1945-1991) a state of political and military tension after World War II

Cold War

between powers in the Western Bloc (the United States and its
capitalist allies) and powers in the Eastern Bloc (the Soviet Union and
its communist allies)

The Western Bloc

The Eastern Bloc

U.S.A. & NATO allies
Economic System: Capitalism
Political System: Democracy

The United States wanted to
contain communism so they
pursued the policy of containment.

USSR

Warsaw Pact allies & 

vs.

Economic System: Command Economy
Political System: Communism

The USSR wanted to promote
communism and spread these ideas
to other countries.
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Cold War Alliances
➡ Directions: Read the information below and respond to the questions that follow.

Like during World War I and World War II, alliances formed between countries during the Cold War. These alliances were
defined by a country’s alignment with the United States, the Soviet Union, or neither.

North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO)

Warsaw Pact

Warsaw Pact Logo

NATO Flag

Image is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share
Alike 3.0 Unported license.

Image is in the public domain and is courtesy of Wikimedia
Commons.

In 1949, the United States, Canada, Great
Britain, France and eight other countries
formed a new military alliance called
NATO or North Atlantic Treaty
Organization. These newly aligned
member states agreed to protect one
another if any one of them were
attacked. They supported democracy in
their own countries and attempted to
contain communism. NATO countries
were the major beneficiaries of the
Marshall Plan, a program from the
United States to strengthen democratic
governments by providing food and
economic assistance to war-ravaged
European countries to help them rebuild
after the war.
Source: https://history.state.gov/milestones/1945-1952/nato

Non-Aligned Countries

In 1955, the USSR responded to the
formation of NATO by creating their own
alliance called the Warsaw Pact. The
USSR had a number of satellite states. A
satellite state is a country that is formally
independent, but under heavy political,
economic and military influence, or
control, from another country. The
Warsaw Pact included the USSR and
seven satellite states in Eastern Europe.
Like NATO, the members of the Warsaw
Pact agreed to fight with one another if
they were under attack. The Pact also
stated that each member state would not
interfere in each other’s country, but in
reality the USSR controlled much of what
happened in the satellite states and
sometimes intervened to stop
anti-communist protests.

Logo for the Non-Aligned Movement’s
16th Summit in 2012.
The Non-Aligned Movement, founded in
1955 was a reaction against the USA and
USSR, in favor of independence from any
agreements with those countries. The
Non-Aligned countries were mostly made
up of nations that were once colonies of
European countries and saw alliances
with the superpowers as another version
of imperialism. They did not want to get
caught up in the affairs of others.
The founders of the Non-Aligned
Movement were Sukarno of Indonesia,
Jawaharlal Nehru of India, Josip Broz Tito
of Yugoslavia, Gamal Abdul Nasser of
Egypt, [and] Kwame Nkrumah of Ghana.
Source: André Munro, “Non-Aligned Movement,” Encyclopædia
Britannica.
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Non-Aligned-Movement

Source:
https://history.state.gov/milestones/1953-1960/warsaw-treaty

1. What is NATO?

2. What is a satellite
state?

3. What was the
Warsaw Pact?

NATO is…

A satellite state is…

The Warsaw Pact was...

4. How did the Warsaw
Pact function
differently from NATO?

5. What stance did
Non-Aligned countries
take during the Cold
War? Why did they
take this stance?
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➡ Directions: Examine the map and list of Non-Aligned Countries below, then complete the chart by highlighting the
correct option.

List of Non-Aligned Countries in 1962
Algeria
Democratici
Republic of
Congo

Country
Great Britain

Poland

France

Cuba

Japan

Djibouti
Egypt
Ethiopia
Ghana

Guinea
Mali
Morocco

Somalia
Sudan
Tunisia

Cuba
Afghanistan
Cambodia

Was this country most likely capitalist or
communist?

India
Indonesia
Iraq

Lebanon
Myanmar
Nepal

Saudi Arabia
Sri Lanka
Yugoslavia
Cyprus

Which country was this country allied with?

Capitalist

Communist

Unclear

USA

USSR

Neither

Capitalist

Communist

Unclear

USA

USSR

Neither

Capitalist

Communist

Unclear

USA

USSR

Neither

Capitalist

Communist

Unclear

USA

USSR

Neither

Capitalist

Communist

Unclear

USA

USSR

Neither

China
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Capitalist

Communist

Unclear

USA

USSR

Neither

Capitalist

Communist

Unclear

USA

USSR

Neither

Capitalist

Communist

Unclear

USA

USSR

Neither

North
Vietnam

Capitalist

Communist

Unclear

USA

USSR

Neither

South
Vietnam

Capitalist

Communist

Unclear

USA

USSR

Neither

North Korea

South Korea
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FA

SQ 3. What alliances formed during the Cold War? Why did countries join
them?
Task: Complete the chart below.
NATO

Contextualize

Warsaw Pact

Non-Aligned Movement

Major
Countries
(list at least 3)

Categorize

Why did
countries join
the alliance?
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What is the Doomsday Clock? Why was it created?
Objective:

● Explain what the Doomsday Clock is and why it was created.

Introduction
➡Directions: Read the following situation and respond to the question that follows.
Andy has trouble controlling his anger. He gets furious when things don’t go his way and he transforms from calm to
destructive in minutes. To help him keep control, his Mom has asked him to tell her how he is feeling by asking him
“How many minutes until midnight?” Midnight means he’s going to explode in anger. Andy’s Mom tried to get him to
“dial back” the clock by taking deep breaths and describing exactly what happened that made him upset. The goal, as
she frequently tells him is to “Take us back five minutes from midnight.”

1. In this scenario, what is Andy’s issue?

2. How does Andy’s mom do to help him with his issue?

3. When you are in a situation that makes you upset, how do you back the clock up five minutes?
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(1945-1991) a state of political and military tension after World War II

Cold War

between powers in the Western Bloc (the United States and its
capitalist allies) and powers in the Eastern Bloc (the Soviet Union and
its communist allies)

The Western Bloc

The Eastern Bloc

U.S.A. & NATO allies
Economic System: Capitalism
Political System: Democracy

The United States wanted to
contain communism so they
pursued the policy of containment.

USSR

Warsaw Pact allies & 

vs.

Economic System: Command Economy
Political System: Communism

The USSR wanted to promote
communism and spread these ideas
to other countries.

UNIT 10.6| Unresolved Global Conflict (1945-1991) | SQ 4. What is the Doomsday Clock? Why was it created?

What is the Doomsday Clock? Why was it created?
➡ Directions: Watch this Vox video about the Doomsday Clock and read the text below then complete the
formative assessment.

Though there were no direct military conflicts between the US and USSR during the
Cold War, it was not a time of peace and relaxation. After both countries developed
atomic weapons, their disagreements and proxy wars took on new importance
because of the possibility of world-wide destruction.
In 1947, the Doomsday Clock was created by an organization called the Bulletin of
the Atomic Scientists and designed by Martyle Langsdorf. The clock is designed,
according to thebulletin.org, to warn the public about “how close we are to
destroying our world with dangerous technologies of our own making.” Time does
not move in one direction on the Doomsday Clock. Instead, the minute hand is
moved closer to or further away from midnight depending on how close the Bulletin
of the Atomic Scientists believe the world is to possible destruction.
When the clock debuted in 1947, for example, the clock was set for 7 minutes to
midnight because the United States had atomic weapons and two years later in
1949 when the USSR tested its first atomic weapons, the clock was changed to 3
minutes to midnight. At other times, the clock has been moved back. For example,
in 1963 when the US and USSR signed a treaty that banned nuclear weapon testing,
the clock was moved back to 12 minutes from midnight. The clock is not updated
every year, but is changed whenever a significant event occurs that the scientists
decide changes the world’s threat level.

The cover of the Bulletin of the
Atomic Scientists from 1947.
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FA

SQ 4. What is the Doomsday Clock? Why was it created?
Task: What is the Doomsday Clock? Why was it created?
The Doomsday Clock is…

Contextualize

The Doomsday Clock was created to…
Connect Cause
and Effect
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Objective:

How did events in Europe in the early years of the Cold War
help to achieve, maintain, and/or threaten world peace?
● Explain how the events in Europe in the early years of the Cold War helped to
achieve, maintain, and/or threaten world peace.

Introduction
➡Directions: Read the following situation and respond to the question that follows.

Source:: “Arm Wrestling for World Domination” published in
Daily Mail (British Newspaper) in October 1962, Captioned:
“Okay Mr. President, Let’s Talk”

Title: This man is your friend: Russian He fights for freedom.
Date Created/Published: [Washington, D.C.] : U.S.
Government Printing Office ; 1942.
Image is courtesy of wikimedia commons and is public domain

1. Identify a difference between the two images above.

2. What do these two images reveal about the
relationship between the United States and Soviet Union
during the Cold War?
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(1945-1991) a state of political and military tension after World War II

Cold War

between powers in the Western Bloc (the United States and its
capitalist allies) and powers in the Eastern Bloc (the Soviet Union and
its communist allies)

The Western Bloc

The Eastern Bloc

U.S.A. & NATO allies
Economic System: Capitalism
Political System: Democracy

The United States wanted to
contain communism so they
pursued the policy of containment.

USSR

Warsaw Pact allies & 

vs.

Economic System: Command Economy
Political System: Communism

The USSR wanted to promote
communism and spread these ideas
to other countries.
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Cold War Timeline: Early Years of the Cold War In Europe
➡Directions: Read about the following events of the Cold War, respond to the questions about them, and then
complete the Cold War Timeline.

1941-1945: The United States and USSR become allies
The relationship between the United States and the USSR had always been
strained because the political ideologies each supported, capitalism and
democracy in the US and communism and a command economy in the
USSR, were opposed to one another. Their relationship was tested during
World War II when signed the non-aggression pact called the Nazi-Soviet
Pact with Nazi Germany in 1939. Stalin’s decision and the Soviet Union’s
occupation of Poland in 1939 led the United States to publicly condemn the
USSR. While angry with the USSR, the United States did not forget that Nazi
Germany was the greatest threat to Europe. United States president
Franklin Delano Roosevelt hesitated to sever all ties with the USSR and
instead sought to improve relations as Hitler was picked up speed in 1940.
In June 1941, Hitler broke the Nazi-Soviet Pact and invaded the USSR. This
was the perfect opportunity for the United States to gain a new ally to
defeat the Nazis. The United States sent an aide package that provided
significant military supplies and other assistance to their Allies including the
Soviet Union. As a result, Stalin left the Axis powers and joined the Allies.
During the war, there were several disagreements between the United
States and the USSR. In spite of these differences, the defeat of Nazi
Germany was a joint success, but this victory over the Nazis did not
magically fix the relationship between the United States and the USSR. The
United States was still concerned about the spread of Soviet communism
and Stalin’s totalitarian rule. The USSR was frustrated with America’s
hesitance to treat it as part of the international community and their
slowness in entering World War II. As the war was nearing the end, this
distrust continued to grow.

Title: This man is your friend: Russian He fights for
freedom.
Date Created/Published: [Washington, D.C.] : U.S.
Government Printing Office ; 1942.
Image is courtesy of wikimedia commons and is public
domain

Source: https://history.state.gov/milestones/1937-1945/us-soviet

1. Why did the United States and the USSR fight together as allies in 1941?

2. Did the United States and the USSR ever fully trust one another? Explain.

3. What does the American propaganda poster above reveal about the relationship between the United States and
USSR in 1942?
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February-July 1945: The War Conferences and Agreements
World War II ended in 1945 and started a relationship between the remaining world powers: the United States and the
USSR. Prior to the official end of World War II, the Allies (United States, USSR, and Britain) hosted two conferences: Yalta
in February 1945 and Potsdam in July 1945. These conferences were to help decide what would happen to Europe,
specifically, Germany, at the end of World War II. I n between the conferences, delegates from 50 nations meet in San
Francisco to start the United Nations (UN) in April of 1945. The United Nations, much like the original intent of the
League of Nations, was created to maintain international peace and security. By May 1945, Germany surrendered to the
Allies.
Source: https://history.state.gov/milestones/1937-1945/us-soviet

4. What was the purpose of the 1945 war conferences in Yalta and Potsdam? Given your prior knowledge of war
conferences and agreements, what problems might arise?

5. What major events occurred between Yalta and Potsdam? How might these events impact the relationships
between the Allies?

February 1945: Yalta Conference

L to R: British Prime Minister Winston Churchill, President
Franklin D. Roosevelt, and Soviet leader Joseph Stalin at the
Yalta summit in February 1945
Image is courtesy of wikimedia commons and is public domain

Who: Winston Churchill (Britain), Franklin D.
Roosevelt (USA), Joseph Stalin (USSR)
What: A meeting between three of the Allies of
World War II to discuss Europe's postwar
reorganization
Where: Yalta in Crimea
War Stage: Germany was not defeated

July 1945: Potsdam Agreement

L to R: British Prime Minister Winston Churchill, President Harry
S. Truman, and Soviet leader Joseph Stalin in the garden of
Cecilienhof Palace before meeting for the Potsdam Conference
in Potsdam, Germany.
Image is courtesy of wikimedia commons and is public domain

Who: Winston Churchill (Britain), Harry S. Truman
(USA), Joseph Stalin (USSR)
What: The agreement between three of the Allies of
World War II for the military occupation and
reconstruction of Germany
Where: Potsdam near Berlin
War Stage: Germany was defeated
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February 1945: Yalta Conference (cont’d)

July 1945: Potsdam Agreement (cont’d)

What were the key points of the meeting?
● Germany would be split into four occupied zones
● Germany would undergo demilitarization and
denazification
● Germany would pay reparations partially in the form
of forced labor
● The Declaration of Liberated Europe would allow for
free elections in Eastern Europe
● Stalin pledged to permit free elections in Poland and
to form a government of “national unity” composed
of communists and non-communists
● Stalin agreed to enter the fight against the Empire of
Japan when Germany was defeated

At Potsdam, there were arguments about the details of
the agreement reached at Yalta. For example, there were
disagreements about the boundaries for the four
occupied zones of Germany. There were also
disagreements about the amount of reparations the USSR
wanted to take from Germany. The United States and
Britain believed the USSR wanted too much and this
would repeat the situation created by the Treaty of
Versailles where the massive reparations hurt the
German economy and fueled the rise of the Nazis.

6. What was the purpose of the conference at
Yalta?

8. What disagreements were there at Potsdam?
Why?

7. Why do you think Stalin pledged to permit free
elections in Poland?

9. What do these disagreements reveal about the
changing relationship between the United States
and the USSR?

10. How did the peace conceived at Yalta differ from the
peace conceived at Potsdam? Why?

11. How might these differences impact the relationship
between the United States and the USSR?

Harry S. Truman, the new president of the United States
was also frustrated because Stalin began to arrest
non-communist leaders of Poland after agreeing to a
government of “national unity.” Additionally, even
though there were supposed to be free elections in
Eastern Europe, the United States and Britain noticed that
communists were rising to power in Eastern Europe.
While there were many disagreements, there were some
agreements such as:
● Germany would be demilitarized and disarmed
● German society would be remade along
democratic lines by repeal of all discriminatory
laws from the Nazi era
● Germans deemed to be “war criminals” would be
arrested and tried
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1945-1947: An Iron Curtain Descends Across in Europe
Watch this video on Churchill's "Iron Curtain Speech"and read the text below then answer the questions that
follow.
Between 1945 and 1947, Stalin went back on his pledge to allow free elections in Eastern Europe and to have coalition
governments of both communist and non-communist leaders. During these two years, communists seized control of
many Eastern European nations. This made the United States nervous because Stalin was defiant and the United States
feared the ideological spread of communism, leading to what many historians consider the official start of the Cold War.
On March 5, 1946, Winston Churchill, the former Prime Minister of Great Britain Winston Churchill gave a speech in
Fulton, Missouri now called the “Iron Curtain Speech,” in which he described Stalin’s actions and created a metaphor
that was used throughout the Cold War.
An excerpt from Winston Churchill’s “Iron Curtain Speech:”
I have a strong admiration and regard for the valiant Russian people and for my wartime comrade, Marshal
Stalin. There is deep sympathy and goodwill in Britain -- and I doubt not here also -- toward the peoples of all the
Russias and a resolve to persevere through many differences and rebuffs in establishing lasting friendships. It is
my duty, however, to place before you certain facts about the present position in Europe. From Stettin in the
Baltic to Trieste in the Adriatic an iron curtain has descended across the Continent. Behind that line lie all the
capitals of the ancient states of Central and Eastern Europe. Warsaw, Berlin, Prague, Vienna, Budapest,
Belgrade, Bucharest and Sofia; all these famous cities and the populations around them lie in what I must call the
Soviet sphere, and all are subject, in one form or another, not only to Soviet influence but to a very high and in
some cases increasing measure of control from Moscow. The safety of the world, ladies and gentlemen, requires
a unity in Europe, from which no nation should be permanently outcast.
Source: https://history.state.gov/milestones/1937-1945/us-soviet; https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/mod/churchill-iron.asp

The Division in Europe Represented as an Iron Curtain

Source: Colin McEvedy, The New Penguin Atlas of Recent
History: Europe Since 1815, Penguin Books, 2003 (adapted)
from the NYS Global History and Geography Regents Exam.

This political cartoon was published the day after Churchill’s
“Iron Curtain Speech.” The labels were added later.
Source: Leslie Gilbert Illingworth, Daily Mail, March 6, 1946
(adapted)
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12. What action did Stalin take that heightened the tension between the United States and USSR? Why did these
actions concern the United States?

13. How did the relationship between the United States and the Soveit Union change between 1945 and 1947?

14. According to the video, how did media in each country reflect the change in the relationship between the United
States and the Soviet Union at the beginning of the Cold War?

15. Based on the excerpt from the “Iron Curtain Speech,” what was Winston Churchill’s point of view concerning the
Soviet Union in 1946?
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1948: Berlin Blockade and Berlin Airlift
Watch this video on the Berlin Blockade, then read the text below.
The Berlin Blockade was one of the first major international
crises of the Cold War. The Berlin Blockade was an attempt in
1948 by the USSR to limit the ability of the Allies (France, Great
Britain and the United States) to travel to their sectors of
Berlin. After World War II, Germany was divided into
occupation zones. Berlin was located inside USSR-controlled
eastern Germany, but the United States and other Allies
controlled western portions of Berlin so there were questions
of whether portions of the city would become part of
USSR-controlled eastern Germany. On June 24, 1948, Soviet
forces blockaded rail, road, and water access to
Allied-controlled areas of Berlin in an attempt to get the Allies
to give up their sections of the city. The United States and
United Kingdom responded by airlifting food and fuel to Berlin
in an event known as the Berlin Airlift. Realizing that they
would not be able to force the Allies out without an armed
conflict, the USSR forces lifted the blockade on land access to
western Berlin and the crisis ended on May 12, 1949. Berlin
remained divided for the rest of the Cold War.

Map showing the military zones of divided Germany and Allied
flight paths to Berlin during the Berlin Airlift.
Image is courtesy of wikimedia commons and is public domain

16. What caused the Berlin Blockade?

17. How did the British, French, and United States get past the Soviet Union’s blockade?

18. How did the Berlin Blockade impact the relationship between the United States and the USSR?
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1949: NATO Established
In 1949, the United States, Canada, Great Britain, France and eight other countries formed a new military alliance called
NATO or North Atlantic Treaty Organization. These newly aligned member states agreed to protect one another if any
one of them were attacked. They supported democracy in their own countries and attempted to contain communism.
Source: https://history.state.gov/milestones/1945-1952/nato

NATO countries in 2009
19. What is NATO?

Image is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 Unported license.

NATO is defined as…
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1961: Construction Begins on the Berlin Wall
Watch this TestTube News video entitled “Why Was a Wall Built Around West Berlin?” and The Wall
(0:00-9:10), and American film from 1962 and read the text below, then answer the questions to the
right.
The Berlin Wall was a long barrier that surrounded West Berlin which was controlled by the USA, France, and Great
Britain, separating it from Communist East Germany. From 1949 to 1961, about 2.5 million East Germans fled from East
to West Germany, including skilled workers, professionals, and intellectuals. Fearing that the loss of talented people
would hurt the East German economy, the Soviets built the wall to keep them from escaping to democratic West Berlin.
Construction started on the night of August 12, 1961. The original wall was made of barbed wire and cinder blocks, but it
was upgraded in later years until it was a 15 foot tall concrete barrier topped with barbed wire fence and guarded by
armed soldiers in watchtowers. By the 1980s that system of walls, electrified fences, and fortifications extended 28 miles
(45 km) through Berlin, dividing the two parts of the city, and extended a further 75 miles (120 km) around West Berlin,
separating it from the rest of East Germany.
The Berlin Wall became a symbol of the division between capitalism and communism and East and West Germany.
Despite the wall, around 5,000 people escaped to West Berlin after it was built, but 5,000 others were captured by the
East Germans and 191 people were killed trying to cross the wall.
Adapted from: “Berlin Wall” Encyclopedia Britannica https://www.britannica.com/topic/Berlin-Wall

Illustration of the structure of the Berlin Wall as it was in the 1980s. After it was initially built, the Berlin wall was updated to include
two parallel walls, a smooth pipe on the top making it difficult to climb over, barbed wire, guard dogs, watchtowers, and beds of
nails.
Image is courtesy of wikimedia commons and is public domain

20. Where was the Berlin Wall located? Why did the Soviet Union build it?

21. What were the effects of the Berlin Wall?

22. Based on the events described in the videos and text about the Berlin Wall, how did people living in Warsaw Pact
countries feel about the USSR? How did the Soviet Union maintain its control over satellite nations?
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1955: Warsaw Pact Established
In 1955, the USSR responded to the formation of NATO by creating their own alliance called the Warsaw Pact. The USSR
had a number of satellite states. A satellite state is a country that is formally independent, but under heavy political,
economic and military influence, or control, from another country. The Warsaw Pact included the USSR and seven
satellite states in Eastern Europe. While NATO functioned as an alliance, the USSR used the Warsaw Pact to control their
satellite states.
Source: https://history.state.gov/milestones/1953-1960/warsaw-treaty

Warsaw Pact countries in 1990.
Image is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 4.0 International license.

23. What was the Warsaw Pact?
The Warsaw Pact is defined as…

24. How did the Warsaw Pact function differently from NATO?
The Warsaw Pact functioned differently from NATO by...
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Objective:

How did the Cold War arms race help to achieve, maintain,
and/or threaten world peace?
● Explain how the arms race during the Cold War helped to achieve, maintain, and/or
threaten world peace.

Introduction
➡Directions: Read the following situation and respond to the question that follows.
Desmond and Darrin are brothers. On Saturday their parents asked them to do the laundry. When they were
sorting laundry Desmond threw a balled up sock and hit Darrin in the head. Darrin threw a sock right back at
Desmond and got him in the arm, so Desmond picked up a pillow and smacked Darrin in the leg, knocking him
down. Darrin ran into the bedroom to get another pillow and the two went at it. At first they were laughing,
but Darrin hit Desmond in the head and his enjoyment turned to anger. Desmond rushed to the kitchen and
Darrin followed him. Desmond pulled a frying pan out of the cabinet, so Darrin lunged for the pot in the drying
rack. They sized each other up, each waiting for their moment to strike a blow, but as they looked at
eachother, each realized how much they could injure the other, so they put the cookware down. They called a
truce and shook on it, then went back to the laundry, but they stayed angry with one another for the rest of
the week.
1. How did Darrin and Desmond end up facing off in the kitchen?

2. Why did they stop fighting?

3. What were the effects of their fight?
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What was the Cold War arms race?
➡Directions: Read the information below and answer the question that follows.
The arms race was a competition between the United
States (and their NATO allies) and the Soviet Union (and
their Warsaw Pact allies) for supremacy in weapons and
technology during the Cold War. During the Cold War, the
world grew more dangerous because each side feared the
other. As a consequence, each side built up their armies
and weapons. As one side built up its own military and
weapons capabilities, the other side felt more
threatened. One weapon that created immense fear was
the atomic bomb, sometimes called the nuclear bomb.
The nuclear arms race dominated relations between the
United States and the Soviet Union throughout the Cold
War.

Number of Nuclear Warheads

Source: Created by Fastfission based on data from the Natural
Resources Defense Council. Image is in the public domain.

1. What is an arms race? Why did the arms race escalate during the Cold War?
An arms race is defined as..
The arms race escalated during the Cold War…
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Cold War Timeline: Advances in Nuclear Weapons
➡Directions: Read about the following events of the Cold War, respond to the questions about them, and then
complete the Cold War Timeline.

August 1945: Atomic Bombs Dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki
Watch this video from the BBC entitled “Hiroshima: Dropping the Bomb” and this BBC News video entitled
“Hiroshima atomic bomb: Survivor recalls horrors.” and read the text below then answer the questions that
follow.
A nuclear weapon is an explosive device that releases a large amount of energy in the form of a nuclear explosion. The
United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs states that, “Nuclear weapons are the most dangerous weapons on earth.
One can destroy a whole city, potentially killing millions, and jeopardizing the natural environment and lives of future
generations through its long-term catastrophic effects.” The first nuclear weapons were built by the United States during
World War II through the Manhattan Project, a secret project led by the United States that started in 1939.
The only time nuclear weapons have been used in combat was the dropping of atomic bombs by the United States on
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Japan in 1945 during the final stages of World War II. The explosion in Hiroshima killed 80,000
people, wiped out 90 percent of the city, and tens of thousands more died later of radiation exposure. When the second
bomb was dropped on Nagasaki three days later, it killed about 40,000 people. Japan’s Emperor Hirohito announced his
country’s unconditional surrender in World War II in a radio address on August 15, stating, “the enemy has begun to
employ a new and most cruel bomb, the power of which to do damage is, indeed, incalculable, taking the toll of many
innocent lives. Should we continue to fight, it would not only result in an ultimate collapse and obliteration of the
Japanese nation, but also it would lead to the total extinction of human civilization.”

Replica of the "Fat Man" nuclear bomb
dropped on Nagasaki, Japan, on August
9, 1945
Image is courtesy of wikimedia commons and is public domain

Long-range bomber aircraft, such as the
B-52 Stratofortress, allowed deployment
of a wide range of strategic nuclear
weapons.
Image is courtesy of wikimedia commons and is public domain

The mushroom cloud of the atomic
bombing of Nagasaki on August 9, 1945.
Image is courtesy of wikimedia commons and is public domain

2. According to the United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs, why are nuclear weapons such a threat?
According to the United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs, nuclear weapons are a threat because…

3. When was the only time nuclear weapons were used in combat?
The only time nuclear weapons have been used in combat was…

4. What does Emperor Hirohito’s statement during his surrender speech reveal about the impact of nuclear weapons?
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August 1949: Soviet Union Tests Their First Atomic Bomb
Watch this video entitled “The Terrifying True Scale of Nuclear Weapons (0:00-4:04)” and read the text
below then answer the questions that follow.
The United States was the only nation that possessed atomic weapons until 1949 when the Soviet Union tested an
atomic bomb. The nuclear arms race unfolded from this point with the belief that the more nuclear weapons a country
had, the more powerful the country was. As the nuclear arms race, the United States tested a new and more powerful
weapon, the hydrogen bomb, in 1952. While this bomb was smaller than the atomic bomb used in Japan, it was
thousands of times more powerful. Not to be outpaced, the Soviet Union developed its own version of the hydrogen
bomb in 1953. This race to match each other's weapons stockpiles resulted in mutually assured destruction (MAD).
MAD is the understanding that each side had enough weapons to destroy the other side, which discouraged all out
nuclear warfare.

5. Why did the nuclear arms race begin in 1949? What were the goals of this nuclear arms race?
The nuclear arms race began in 1949 because…

The goals of this nuclear arms race were...

6. What is mutually assured destruction? How did it affect the way the USSR and USA interacted with one another?
Mutually assured destruction is defined as…
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Objective:

How did Cold War proxy wars help to achieve, maintain,
and/or threaten world peace?
● Explain how proxy wars during the Cold War helped to achieve, maintain, and/or
threaten world peace.

Introduction
➡Directions: Read the text and examine the map below then answer the question that follows.

Cold War Hot Spots
Though the United States and the Soviet Union never fought one another directly, conflicts between their
allies, and those involving one of the two superpowers took place throughout the Cold War all over the
world. These types of conflicts are called proxy wars. A proxy is a person that presents someone else. In the
Cold War, allies of the United States and Soviet Union were their proxies. Below are examples of four Cold
War conflicts.

Based on your understanding of the Cold War and the foreign policies of the Soviet Union and the United States,
why do you think there were proxy wars around the world?
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Cold War Timeline: Proxy Wars
➡Directions: Read about the following events of the Cold War, respond to the questions about them, and then
complete the Cold War Timeline or formative assessment.

1950-1953: Korean War
Watch the video “Korean War” from Simple History and read the text below.

The Korean War was a conflict that started between communist North Korea
and South Korea in 1950, but soon became a proxy war between the USSR
and United States.

Map of Korea Today

In 1910, the Japanese invaded Korea, subjecting the Koreans to a violent and
repressive rule that attempted to replace Korean culture with Japanese. Like
European imperial countries, the Japanese used Korean natural resources to
further the growth of their empire and sold Japanese-made goods to
Koreans. Koreans resisted Japanese rule through efforts like the March First
Movement whose protests gained some freedoms for the Korean people, but
Japanese military rule was strong throughout the occupation.
After defeating Germany in World War II, the United States and USSR agreed
to focus both of their efforts on Japan. The Soviets invaded Japan-occupied
China and Korea from the north as the US fought the Japanese in the Pacific.
Following the atomic bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki and the Japanese
surrender in August 1945, the Soviet Union and United States occupied Korea
much like they divided Europe. The Soviets controlled Korea north of the
38th Parallel of latitude and the US controlled the peninsula south of that
line.

Map of the divided Korea without labels
Image is courtesy of wikimedia commons

Two Korean political groups came to power after World War II. The first
which was in the north and led by a man named Kim Il-sung were communist
revolutionaries who fought against the Japanese and were supported by
fellow communists in the People’s Republic of China and the Soviet Union.
The other group were called “ultranationalists” and were led by Syngman
Rhee, a Korean who was exiled from the country during Japanese rule and
educated in and supported by the United States. Eventually, Kim Il-sung
became the leader of a communist North Korea and Syngman Rhee became
the president of the south.
In 1950, with the approval of Joseph Stalin and with Soviet military support,
North Korea invaded the south with the goal of unifying the country under
communist rule. In response, the United Nations, urged on by US President
Harry Truman, authorized troops to assist the South Koreans. The resulting
war lasted three years. It involved troops, equipment, and aid from more
than 40 countries, but 90% of the UN soldiers were from the United States.
The USSR and China contributed troops, equipment, and resources to the
North Korean including the Chinese army and some of the Soviet air force. At
least 2.5 million people died in the fighting, half of which were civilians.

U.S. Marines watch explosions of bombs
dropped by Marine Vought F4U Corsairs
during the Battle of Chosin Reservoir,
Korea, in December 1950.
Image is courtesy of wikimedia commons .
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After three years of fighting, both sides realized that neither could successfully conquer the entire Korean peninsula.
Negotiations between the United States, USSR, China, North Korea and South Korea led to an armistice on July 27, 1953.
The treaty that ended the war divided along the 38th parallel where it was after World War II and remains today. The
demilitarized zone (DMZ) between the two nations is still the most heavily fortified border in the world.
Source:
Adapted from “Korea Under Japanese Rule” and “Korean War,” Encyclopedia Britannica. https://www.britannica.com/place/Korea/Korea-under-Japanese-rule
https://www.britannica.com/event/Korean-War

1. What did the U.S. and its allies
want during the Korean War?
How did they try to meet their
goals?

2. What did the Soviet Union and
its allies want during the Korean
War? How did they try to meet
their goals?

The United States and its allies
supported:

The Soviet Union and its allies
supported:

(Highlight your answer)

(Highlight One)

South Korea

North Korea

South Korea

3. How did the Korean War
impact Korea?

North Korea

4. As a result of the Korean War, was communism contained or did it expand? Explain.
As a result of the Korean War, communism was contained. (add onto the answer provided).
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1961: Cuban Missile Crisis
Watch the video “The History of the Cuban Missile Crisis” from TED-Ed and read the text below.
Why did this conflict begin?
In 1959, Fidel Castro led a communist revolution in Cuba later
known as the Cuban Revolution. With Cuba only 90 miles away
from Florida, the United States feared having a communist
nation so close.

An aerial view showing the medium range ballistic missile field
launch in Cuba
Image is courtesy of wikimedia commons and is in the public domain

A map showing the range of missiles from Cuba

Image is courtesy of the BBC

The United States felt threatened by Cuba’s proximity and in the spirit of containment wanted to bring down
the communist regime. In 1961, President John F. Kennedy supported The Bay of Pigs Invasion, an attempt
by U.S. trained Cuban exiles to overthrow Fidel Castro. The Bay of Pigs was unsuccessful and Castro captured
the invaders.
Following the Bay of Pigs, Castro asked for weapons from the Soviet Union to defend Cuba against the United
States. In October 1962, the United States discovered the missile sites in Cuba. Most alarming for the United
States was that these sites brought every town in the US within range of these nuclear missiles. In response,
the United States used its navy to blockade Cuba to prevent more missiles from reaching the island. This was
the beginning of the Cuban Missile Crisis, a confrontation between the Soviet Union and the United States
regarding the Soviet deployment of nuclear missiles in Cuba. The United States demanded that the Soviet
Union remove the missiles and threatened military force. After thirteen days of tense fear of nuclear war,
Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev removed the missiles in exchange for the United States removing missiles
from Turkey and promising not to invade Cuba.
Sources:
Adapted from “Causes of the Cuban Missile Crisis,” BBC Bitesize,http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/history/mwh/ir2/causesofthecubacrisisrev1.shtml and “Cuban Missile Crisis,” History.com
http://www.history.com/topics/cold-war/cuban-missile-crisis
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5. What did the U.S. want during
the Cuban Missile Crisis? How did
they try to meet their goals?

6. What did the Soviet Union
want during the Cuban Missile
Crisis? How did they try to meet
their goals?

7. Why was the United States
deeply invested in this Cold War
Crisis?

8. As a result of the Cuban Missile Crisis, was communism contained or expanded? Explain.
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1954-1975: Vietnam War
Why did this conflict begin?
The Vietnam War was a conflict between the communist
regime of North Vietnam and Viet Cong (communist-led
guerrillas) and the anti-Communist South Vietnam and its
ally, the United States. The communist regime of the
north wanted to unify Vietnam into a single state that
would be based on communist ideology. In 1958, the Viet
Cong began to battle the South Vietnamese government.
Motivated by a policy of containment, the United States
pledged support for the anti-communist South Vietnam.
The United States and its allies provided training and
equipment from the American military. The United States
also deployed large numbers of military personnel to
South Vietnam. Later in the war, the United States
launched airstrikes and committed more foot soldiers.

US President John F. Kennedy at a New Conference about
the Vietnam War in 1961.
Image is in the public domain and courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.

From 1968 to 1973, efforts were made to end the conflict
through diplomacy or dialogue. By January 1973, an
agreement was reached and the United States forces
were withdrawn from Vietnam and the United States
prisoners of war were released. In 1975, South Vietnam
surrendered to the North. Vietnam was unified as a
communist state called the Socialist Republic of
Vietnam.
The Vietnam War had disastrous effects. Vietnam’s infrastructure was destroyed and farmland was polluted
by American chemical warfare. An estimated 2 million Vietnamese died and another 3 million were
wounded. About 12 million became refugees who fled to neighboring countries. During the Vietnam War,
58,000 Americans died in Vietnam and the war cost the United States millions of dollars. The United States
entrance into the war led to protests by students and others at home in the United States. Despite all the
money and troops the United States sacrificed, it failed to "contain" communism. Finally, by 1973, United
States President Richard Nixon announced that America was abandoning the Truman Doctrine, or the
doctrine that the United States would provide political, military and economic assistance to all democratic
nations under threat from external or internal Communist forces.
Sources: Adapted from “Vietnam,” BBC Bitesize, http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/history/mwh/vietnam/afterthewarrev1.shtml  and “Vietnam War
History,” History.com
http://www.history.com/topics/vietnam-war/vietnam-war-history
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9. What did the U.S. and its allies
want during the Vietnam War? How
did they try to meet their goals?

10. What did the Soviet Union and
its allies want during the Vietnam
War? How did they try to meet their
goals?

The United States and its allies
supported:

The Soviet Union and its allies
supported:

(Highlight one)

(Highlight one)

South Vietnam

North Vietnam
& Viet Cong

South Vietnam

11. How did the Vietnam War impact
the United States and Vietnam?

North Vietnam
& Viet Cong

12. As a result of the Vietnam War, was communism contained or did it expand? Explain.
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1979-1989: Soviet-Afghan War

Why did this conflict begin?
In In 1978, Afghanistan’s government was
overthrown by military officers who supported
communism. The new government forged close
relationships with the Soviet Union, but was greatly disliked by the devout Muslim and largely anticommunist
population. Rebellions rose against the new communist government. The insurgents or rebels were known as the
mujahideen. There was internal fighting and coups that threatened the stability of the new communist
government. In December 1979, the Soviet Union invaded Afghanistan to protect the communist government.
Nearly 100,000 Soviet soldiers took control of major cities in Afghanistan. They bombed and depopulated civilian
areas where the mujahideen and its supporters were located. The Soviet strategies to subdue the mujahideen led
to mass migrations into neighboring countries. Millions of Afghan people fled to Pakistan and Iran.
Motivated by a policy of containment, the United States and its European allies supported the mujahideen
against the Soviets. The United States provided aid to the Afghan people and provided weapons, military
training, and funding to the mujahideen. The mujahideen were able to fight back against the Soviet forces using
shoulder-fired anti-aircraft missiles supplied by the United States.
The toll in Soviet casualties, economic resources, and loss of political support of Soviet leaders at home forced
the Soviet Union to consider an exit strategy. By 1988, the Soviet Union signed an accord with the United States,
Pakistan, and Afghanistan and agreed to withdraw its troops. By Feb. 15, 1989, Afghanistan returned to
nonaligned status.
Sources: “Soviet Invasion of Afghanistan,” Encyclopedia BritannicaAdapted http://www.britannica.com/event/Soviet-invasion-of-Afghanistan, “The Soviet Invasion of Afghanistan and the U.S. Response,
1978–1980,” Office of the Historian https://history.state.gov/milestones/1977-1980/soviet-invasion-afghanistan
c
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13. What did the U.S. and its
allies want during the
Soviet-Afghan War? How did they
try to meet their goals?

14. What did the Soviet Union
15. How did the Soviet-Afghan
and its allies want during the
War impact the Soviet Union,
Soviet-Afghan War? How did they United States and Afghanistan?
try to meet their goals?

The United States and its allies
supported:

The Soviet Union and its allies
supported:

(Circle One)

(Circle One)

Mujahideen

Communist
Government

Mujahideen

Communist
Government

16. As a result of the Soviet-Afghan War, was communism contained or did it expand? Explain.
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