Name: ____________________________________

Interpret the map/chart from above. Write your answers below.
1. Drawing Conclusions: Which countries separated the Soviet Union from Western Europe?

2. Comparing Which U.S. and Soviet aims in Europe conflicted?

3. Analyzing Primary Sources: Why might Winston Churchill use “iron curtain” to refer to the
division between Western and Eastern Europe?

Interpret the chart from above. Write your answers below.
4. Drawing Conclusions: Which country received the most aid from the United States?

5. Making inferences: Why do you think Great Britain and France received so much aid?

Berlin Airlift In Depth:

6. What Soviet Actions led to the Berlin Airlift?

7. Recognizing Effects: How did the U.S. policy of brinkmanship contribute to the arms race?

TERMS & NAMES
8. For each term or name, write a sentence explaining its significance.
a. United Nations
The United Nations was significant because...
b. iron curtain
The Iron Curtain was significant because…
c. containment
The policy of containment is significant because....
d. Truman Doctrine
The Truman Doctrine was significant because…
e. Marshall Plan
The Marshall Plan was significant because…
f.

Cold War
The Cold War was significant because…

g. NATO
NATO was significant because..
h. Warsaw Pact
The Warsaw Pact was significant because…
i.

brinkmanship
The term “brinkmanship” is significant because…

MAIN IDEAS
9. What was the purpose in forming the United Nations?

10. What was the goal of the Marshall Plan?

11. What were the goals of NATO and the Warsaw Pact?

CRITICAL THINKING & WRITING
-COMPARING AND CONTRASTING
12. What factors help to explain why the United States and the Soviet Union became rivals instead of
allies?

ANALYZING MOTIVES
13. What were Stalin’s objectives in supporting Communist governments in Eastern Europe?

Name: ____________________________________
Read the sections from the textbook and answer the questions.

Recognizing Effects:
1. How did the outcome of the Chinese civil war contribute to Cold War tensions?

SKILLBUILDER: Interpreting Charts
2. Drawing Conclusions Which party’s domestic policy might appeal more to Chinese
peasants?

3. Forming and Supporting Opinions Which aspect of the Communist approach do you
think was most responsible for Mao’s victory? Explain.

Mao Zedong:
Born into a peasant family, Mao embraced Marxist socialism as a young
man. Though he began as an urban labor organizer, Mao quickly realized
the revolutionary potential of China’s peasants. In 1927, Mao predicted:
The force of the peasantry is like that of the raging winds and driving rain.
. . . They will bury beneath them all forces of imperialism, militarism,
corrupt officialdom, village bosses and evil gentry. Mao’s first attempt to
lead the peasants in revolt failed in 1927. But during the Japanese
occupation, Mao and his followers won widespread peasant support by
reducing rents and promising to redistribute land.

Analyzing Issues
4. What aspects of Marxist socialism
did Mao try to bring to China?

Mao’s Programs:

Who are the Red Guards?
The Red Guards The Red Guards were students, mainly teenagers. They pledged their
devotion to Chairman Mao and the Cultural Revolution. From 1966 to 1968, 20 to 30
million Red Guards roamed China’s cities and countryside causing widespread chaos.
To smash the old, non-Maoist way of life, they destroyed buildings and beat and even
killed Mao’s alleged enemies. They lashed out at professors, government officials,
factory managers, and even parents. Eventually, even Mao turned on them. Most were
exiled to the countryside. Others were arrested and some executed.
Cultural Revolution: chaos supported by Mao Zedong from 1966-1976

he encouraged young people to

“learn revolution by making revolution” as an attempt to eliminate his opponents and train new
revolutionaries. Young people formed R
 ed Guards and persecuted intellectuals, people of privilege, people
who weren’t strong supporters of communism with beatings, terror, mass jailing, and the death of thousands.

Drawing Conclusions:
5. Why did the Cultural Revolution
fail?

TERMS & NAMES
6. For each term or name, write a sentence explaining its significance.
Mao Zedong Jiang Jieshi commune Red GuardsCultural Revolution7. Which effect of the Communist Revolution in China do you think had the most
permanent impact? Explain.

8. How did the Chinese Communists increase their power during World War II?

9. What actions did the Nationalists take during World War II?

10. What was the goal of the Cultural Revolution?

11. Why did the United States support the Nationalists in the civil war in China?

12. What policies or actions helped the Communists to defeat the Nationalists in their
long civil war?

13. What circumstances prevented Mao’s Great Leap Forward from bringing economic
prosperity to China?

Name: ____________________________________
Read the sections from the textbook and answer the questions.

Comparing and Contrasting:
As you read, use a diagram to compare and contrast the Korean and Vietnam Wars.
Korean War

BOTH

VIETNAM WAR

War in Korea
By 1949, both the United States and the Soviet Union had withdrawn most of their troops from
Korea. The Soviets gambled that the United States would not defend South Korea. So they supplied
North Korea with tanks, airplanes, and money in an attempt to take over the peninsula. Standoff at
the 38th Parallel On June 25, 1950, North Koreans swept across the 38th parallel in a surprise attack
on South Korea. Within days, North Korean troops had penetrated deep into the south. President
Truman was convinced that the North Korean aggressors were repeating what Hitler, Mussolini, and
the Japanese had done in the 1930s. Truman’s policy of containment was being put to the test. And
Truman resolved to help South Korea resist communism.
South Korea also asked the United Nations to intervene. When the matter came to a vote in
the Security Council, the Soviets were absent. They had refused to take part in the Council to protest
admission of Nationalist China (Taiwan), rather than Communist China, into the UN. As a result, the
Soviet Union could not veto the UN’s plan to send an international force to Korea to stop the invasion.
A total of 15 nations, including the United States and Britain, participated under the command of
General Douglas MacArthur.
Meanwhile, the North Koreans continued to advance. By September 1950, they controlled the
entire Korean peninsula except for a tiny area around Pusan in the far southeast. That month,
however, MacArthur launched a surprise attack. Troops moving north from Pusan met with forces that
had made an amphibious landing at Inchon. Caught in this “pincer action,” about half of the North
Koreans surrendered. The rest retreated.
The Fighting Continues
The UN troops pursued the retreating North Koreans across the 38th parallel into North Korea.
They pushed them almost to the Yalu River at the Chinese border. The UN forces were mostly from
the United States. The Chinese felt threatened by these troops and by an American fleet off their
coast. In October 1950, they sent 300,000 troops into North Korea.
The Chinese greatly outnumbered the UN forces. By January 1951, they had pushed UN and
South Korean troops out of North Korea. The Chinese then moved into South Korea and captured the
capital of Seoul. “We face an entirely new war,” declared MacArthur. He called for a nuclear attack
against China. Truman viewed MacArthur’s proposals as reckless. “We are trying to prevent a world
war, not start one,” he said. MacArthur tried to go over the President’s head by taking his case to
Congress and the press. In response, Truman removed him.
Over the next two years, UN forces fought to drive the Chinese and North Koreans back. By
1952, UN troops had regained control of South Korea. Finally, in July 1953, the UN forces and North
Korea signed a cease-fire agreement. The border between the two Koreas was set near the 38th
parallel, almost where it had been before the war. In the meantime, 4 million soldiers and civilians had
died.
Aftermath of the War
After the war, Korea remained divided. A demilitarized zone, which still exists, separated the
two countries. In North Korea, the Communist dictator Kim Il Sung established collective farms,
developed heavy industry, and built up the military. At Kim’s death in 1994, his son Kim Jong Il took
power. Under his rule, Communist North Korea developed nuclear weapons but had serious
economic problems. On the other hand, South Korea prospered, thanks partly to massive aid from

the the United States and other countries. In the 1960s, South Korea concentrated on developing its
industry and expanding foreign trade. A succession of dictatorships ruled the rapidly developing
country. With the 1987 adoption of a democratic constitution, however, South Korea established free
elections. During the 1980s and 1990s, South Korea had one of the highest economic growth rates in
the world.
Political differences have kept the two Koreas apart, despite periodic discussions of reuniting
the country. North Korea’s possession of nuclear weapons is a major obstacle. The United States still
keeps troops in South Korea.

GEOGRAPHY SKILLBUILDER:
Interpreting Maps
1. Movement What was the
northernmost Korean city UN troops
had reached by November 1950?

2. Movement Did North or South
Korean forces advance farther into the
other’s territory?

War Breaks Out in Vietnam
Much like its involvement in the Korean War, the involvement of the United States in Vietnam
stemmed from its Cold War containment policy. After World War II, stopping the spread of
communism was the principal goal of U.S. foreign policy.
The Road to War
In the early 1900s, France controlled most of resource-rich Southeast Asia. (French Indochina
included what are now Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia.) But nationalist independence movements had
begun to develop. A young Vietnamese nationalist, Ho Chi Minh, turned to the Communists for help in
his struggle. During the 1930s, Ho’s Indochinese Communist party led revolts and strikes against the
French.

The French responded by jailing Vietnamese protesters. They also sentenced Ho to death. He
fled into exile, but returned to Vietnam in 1941, a year after the Japanese seized control of his country
during World War II. Ho and other nationalists founded the Vietminh (Independence) League. The
Japanese were forced out of Vietnam after their defeat in 1945. Ho Chi Minh believed that
independence would follow, but France intended to regain its colony.
The Fighting Begins
Vietnamese Nationalists and Communists joined to fight the French armies. The French held
most major cities, but the Vietminh had widespread support in the countryside. The Vietminh used
hit-and-run tactics to confine the French to the cities. In France the people began to doubt that their
colony was worth the lives and money the struggle cost. In 1954, the French suffered a major military
defeat at Dien Bien Phu. They surrendered to Ho.
The United States had supported France in Vietnam. With the defeat of the French, the United
States saw a rising threat to the rest of Asia. President Eisenhower described this threat in terms of
the domino theory. The Southeast Asian nations were like a row of dominos, he said. The fall of one
to communism would lead to the fall of its neighbors. This theory became a major justification for U.S.
foreign policy during the Cold War era.

Making Inferences
3. W
 hat actions might the United States have justified by the domino theory?

Vietnam—A Divided Country
After France’s defeat, an international peace conference met in Geneva to discuss the future
of Indochina. Based on these talks, Vietnam was divided at 17° north latitude. North of that line, Ho
Chi Minh’s Communist forces governed. To the south, the United States and France set up an
anti-Communist government under the leadership of Ngo Dinh Diem (NOH dihn D’YEM).
Diem ruled the south as a dictator. Opposition to his government grew. Communist guerrillas,
called Vietcong, began to gain strength in the south. While some of the Vietcong were trained soldiers
from North Vietnam, most were South Vietnamese who hated Diem. Gradually, the Vietcong won
control of large areas of the countryside. In 1963, a group of South Vietnamese generals had Diem
assassinated. But the new leaders were no more popular than he had been. It appeared that a
takeover by the Communist Vietcong, backed by North Vietnam, was inevitable.

The United States Gets Involved
Faced with the possibility of a Communist victory, the United States decided to escalate, or
increase, its involvement. Some U.S. troops had been serving as advisers to the South Vietnamese
since the late 1950s. But their numbers steadily grew, as did the numbers of planes and other military
equipment sent to South Vietnam.
U.S. Troops Enter the Fight
In August 1964, U.S. President Lyndon Johnson told Congress that North Vietnamese patrol
boats had attacked two U.S. destroyers in the Gulf of Tonkin. As a result, Congress authorized the

president to send U.S. troops to fight in Vietnam. By late 1965, more than 185,000 U.S. soldiers were
in combat on Vietnamese soil. U.S. planes had also begun to bomb North Vietnam. By 1968, more
than half a million U.S. soldiers were in combat there.
The United States had the best-equipped, most advanced army in the world. Yet it faced two
major difficulties. First, U.S. soldiers were fighting a guerrilla war in unfamiliar jungle terrain. Second,
the South Vietnamese government that they were defending was becoming more unpopular. At the
same time, support for the Vietcong grew, with help and supplies from Ho Chi Minh, the Soviet Union,
and China. Unable to win a decisive victory on the ground, the United States turned to air power. U.S.
forces bombed millions of acres of farmland and forest in an attempt to destroy enemy hideouts. This
bombing strengthened peasants’ opposition to the South Vietnamese government.
The United States Withdraws
During the late 1960s, the war grew increasingly unpopular in the United States. Dissatisfied
young people began to protest the tremendous loss of life in a conflict on the other side of the world.
Bowing to intense public pressure, President Richard Nixon began withdrawing U.S. troops from
Vietnam in 1969. Nixon had a plan called Vietnamization. It allowed for U.S. troops to gradually pull
out, while the South Vietnamese increased their combat role. To pursue Vietnamization while
preserving the South Vietnamese government, Nixon authorized a massive bombing campaign
against North Vietnamese bases and supply routes. He also authorized bombings in neighboring
Laos and Cambodia to destroy Vietcong hiding places. In response to protests and political pressure
at home, Nixon kept withdrawing U.S. troops. The last left in 1973. Two years later, the North
Vietnamese overran South Vietnam. The war ended, but more than 1.5 million Vietnamese and
58,000 Americans lost their lives.

Postwar Southeast Asia
War’s end did not bring an immediate halt to bloodshed and chaos in Southeast Asia.
Cambodia (also known as Kampuchea) was under siege by Communist rebels. During the war, it had
suffered U.S. bombing when it was used as a sanctuary by North Vietnamese and Vietcong troops.
Cambodia in Turmoil
In 1975, Communist rebels known as the Khmer Rouge set up a brutal Communist
government under the leadership of Pol Pot. In a ruthless attempt to transform Cambodia into a
Communist society, Pol Pot’s followers slaughtered 2 million people. This was almost one quarter of
the nation’s population. The Vietnamese invaded in 1978. They overthrew the Khmer Rouge and
installed a less repressive government. But fighting continued. The Vietnamese withdrew in 1989. In
1993, under the supervision of UN peacekeepers, Cambodia adopted a democratic constitution and
held free elections.
Vietnam after the War
After 1975, the victorious North Vietnamese imposed tight controls over the South. Officials
sent thousands of people to “reeducation camps” for training in Communist thought. They
nationalized industries and strictly controlled businesses. They also renamed Saigon, the South’s
former capital, Ho Chi Minh City. Communist oppression caused 1.5 million people to flee Vietnam.
Most escaped in dangerously overcrowded ships. More than 200,000 “boat people” died at sea. The
survivors often spent months in refugee camps in Southeast Asia. About 70,000 eventually settled in

the United States or Canada. Although Communists still govern Vietnam, the country now welcomes
foreign investment. The United States normalized relations with Vietnam in 1995. While the
superpowers were struggling for advantage during the Korean and Vietnam wars, they also were
seeking influence in other parts of the world.
4. What role did the United Nations play in the Korean War?

5. How did Vietnam become divided?

6. What was the Khmer Rouge’s plan for Cambodia?

7. What role did the policy of containment play in the involvement of the United States in wars in
Korea and Vietnam?

8. How might imperialism be one of the causes of the Vietnam War?

9. Do you think U.S. involvement in Vietnam was justified? Why or why not?

Primary Source Analysis:
The following poem by Ho Chi Minh was broadcast over Hanoi Radio on January 1, 1968.
“This Spring far outshines the previous Springs, Of victories throughout the land come happy tidings.
South and North, rushing heroically together, shall smite the American invaders! Go Forward! Total
victory shall be ours.”- HO CHI MINH, quoted in America and Vietnam
10. In Ho’s opinion, who was the enemy in the Vietnam War? What purpose might the North
Vietnamese have had in broadcasting this poem?

Name: ____________________________________World History Textbook Chap. 33.4-33.5
Read the sections from the textbook and answer the questions.
Cold War Review: (for reference)

The Cold War Divides the World Section 33.4

1. Why did developing nations often align themselves with one or the other superpower?

2. What advantages and disadvantages might being nonaligned have offered a developing nation
during the Cold War?

SKILLBUILDER: Interpreting Visuals

3. Generalizing Judging from the map, how would you describe the effect on Europe of multinational
alliances?

4. Analyzing Motives What motive did the two superpowers have for fighting surrogate wars?

GEOGRAPHY SKILLBUILDER: Interpreting Maps

Location
5. On what continents identified on the map did Cold War conflicts not occur?

Region
6. Estimate, about what fraction of the globe did Communists control by 1975?

7. How did the Soviet Union respond to the Bay of Pigs?

Nuclear Face-off: the Cuban Missile Crisis
The failed Bay of Pigs invasion convinced Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev that the United States
would not resist Soviet expansion in Latin America. So, in July 1962, Khrushchev secretly began to
build 42 missile sites in Cuba. In October, an American spy plane discovered the sites. President
John F. Kennedy declared that missiles so close to the U.S. mainland were a threat. He demanded
their removal and also announced a naval blockade of Cuba to prevent the Soviets from installing
more missiles.

Castro protested his country’s being used as a pawn in the Cold War:
PRIMARY SOURCE
“Cuba did not and does not intend to be in the middle of a conflict between the East and the West.
Our problem is above all one of national sovereignty. Cuba does not mean to get involved in the Cold
War.” -FIDEL CASTRO, quoted in an interview October 27, 1962
But Castro and Cuba were deeply involved. Kennedy’s demand for the removal of Soviet
missiles put the United States and the Soviet Union on a collision course. People around the world
feared nuclear war. Fortunately, Khrushchev agreed to remove the missiles in return for a U.S.
promise not to invade Cuba.
The resolution of the Cuban Missile Crisis left Castro completely dependent on Soviet support.
In exchange for this support, Castro backed Communist revolutions in Latin America and Africa.
Soviet aid to Cuba, however, ended abruptly with the breakup of the Soviet Union in 1991. This loss
dealt a crippling blow to the Cuban economy. Eventually, Castro loosened state control of Cuba’s
economy and sought better relations with other countries.
8. How was the Cuban Missile Crisis resolved?

Who was Fidel Castro?
The son of a wealthy Spanish-Cuban farmer, Fidel Castro became involved
in politics at the University of Havana. He first tried to overthrow the Cuban
dictator, Batista, in 1953. He was imprisoned, but vowed to continue the
struggle for independence: “Personally, I am not interested in power nor do I
envisage assuming it at any time. All that I will do is to make sure that the
sacrifices of so many compatriots should not be in vain.” Despite this
declaration, Castro ruled Cuba as a dictator for more than 40 years. He
stepped down in April 2011, handing the leadership to his younger brother
Raul Castro, who still rules Cuba today.

Fidel Castro, 1926-2016

The Cold War Thaws Section 33.5

9. Why was Nikita Khruschev removed from power in 1964?

The Soviet-Chinese Split
While many satellite countries resisted Communist rule, China was committed to communism.
In fact, to cement the ties between Communist powers, Mao and Stalin had signed a 30-year treaty of
friendship in 1950. Their spirit of cooperation, however, ran out before the treaty did.
The Soviets assumed the Chinese would follow Soviet leadership in world affairs. As the
Chinese grew more confident, however, they resented being in Moscow’s shadow. They began to
spread their own brand of communism in Africa and other parts of Asia. In 1959, Khrushchev
punished the Chinese by refusing to share nuclear secrets. The following year, the Soviets ended
technical economic aid. The Soviet-Chinese split grew so wide that fighting broke out along their
common border. After repeated incidents, the two neighbors maintained a fragile peace.

From Brinkmanship to Détente
In the 1970s, the United States and the Soviet Union finally backed away from the aggressive
policies of brinkmanship that they had followed during the early postwar years. The superpowers
slowly moved to lower tensions.
Brinkmanship Breaks Down
The brinkmanship policy followed during the presidencies of Eisenhower, Kennedy, and
Johnson led to one terrifying crisis after another. Though these crises erupted all over the world, they
were united by a common fear. Nuclear war seemed possible.
In 1960, the U-2 incident prevented a meeting between the United States and the Soviet Union
to discuss the buildup of arms on both sides. Then, during the administration of John F. Kennedy in
the early 1960s, the Cuban Missile Crisis made the superpowers’ use of nuclear weapons a real
possibility. (See page 985.) The crisis ended when Soviet ships turned back to avoid a confrontation
at sea. “We’re eyeball to eyeball,” the relieved U.S. Secretary of State Dean Rusk said, “and I think

the other fellow just blinked.” But Kennedy’s secretary of defense, Robert McNamara, admitted how
close the world had come to disaster:
PRIMARY SOURCE:
“In the face of an air attack [on Cuba] and in the face of the probability of a ground attack, it was
certainly possible, and I would say probable, that a Cuban sergeant or Soviet officer in a missile silo,
without authority from Moscow, would have launched one or more of those intermediate-range
missiles, equipped with a nuclear warhead, against one or more of the cities on the East Coast of the
United States.” -ROBERT MCNAMARA, quoted in Inside the Cold War
10. Do you think that Robert McNamara’s view of the Soviet threat in Cuba was justified?
Explain.

Tensions remained high. After the assassination of Kennedy in 1963, Lyndon Johnson assumed the
presidency. Committed to stopping the spread of communism, President Johnson escalated U.S.
involvement in the war in Vietnam.
The United States Turns to Détente
Widespread popular protests wracked the United States during the Vietnam War. And the
turmoil did not end with U.S. withdrawal. As it tried to heal its internal wounds, the United States
backed away from its policy of direct confrontation with the Soviet Union. Détente, a policy of
lessening Cold War tensions, replaced brinkmanship under Richard M. Nixon.
President Nixon’s move toward détente grew out of a philosophy known as realpolitik. This
term comes from the German word meaning “realistic politics.” In practice, realpolitik meant dealing
with other nations in a practical and flexible manner. While the United States continued to try to
contain the spread of communism, the two superpowers agreed to pursue détente and to reduce
tensions.
11. Why was the policy of brinkmanship replaced?

Nixon Visits Communist Powers
Nixon’s new policy represented a personal reversal as well as a political shift for the country.
His rise in politics in the 1950s was largely due to his strong anti-Communist position. Twenty years
later, he became the first U.S. president to visit Communist China. The visit made sense in a world in
which three, not just two, superpowers eyed each other suspiciously. “We want the Chinese with us
when we sit down and negotiate with the Russians,” Nixon explained.
Three months after visiting Beijing in February 1972, Nixon visited the Soviet Union. After a
series of meetings called the Strategic Arms Limitation Talks (SALT), Nixon and Brezhnev signed the
SALT I Treaty. This five-year agreement, limited to 1972 levels the number of intercontinental ballistic
and submarine-launched missiles each country could have. In 1975, 33 nations joined the United

States and the Soviet Union in signing a commitment to détente and cooperation, the Helsinki
Accords.
12. Do you think it was a wise political move for Nixon to visit Communist China and the
Soviet Union? Why or why not?

The Collapse of Détente
Under presidents Nixon and Gerald Ford, the United States improved relations with China and
the Soviet Union. In the late 1970s, however, President Jimmy Carter was concerned over harsh
treatment of protesters in the Soviet Union. This threatened to prevent a second round of SALT
negotiations. In 1979, Carter and Brezhnev finally signed the SALT II agreement. When the Soviets
invaded Afghanistan later that year, however, the U.S. Congress refused to ratify SALT II. Concerns
mounted as more nations, including China and India, began building nuclear arsenals.
Reagan Takes an Anti-Communist Stance
A fiercely anti-Communist U.S. president, Ronald Reagan, took office in 1981. He continued to
move away from détente. He increased defense spending, putting both economic and military
pressure on the Soviets. In 1983, Reagan also announced the Strategic Defense Initiative (SDI), a
program to protect against enemy missiles. It was not put into effect but remained a symbol of U.S.
anti-Communist sentiment.
Tensions increased as U.S. activities such as arming Nicaragua’s Contras pushed the United
States and Soviet Union further from détente. However, a change in Soviet leadership in 1985
brought a new policy toward the United States and the beginnings of a final thaw in the Cold War.
Meanwhile, as you will learn in the next chapter, developing countries continued their own struggles
for independence.
13. What was the result of Reagan’s move away from détente?

Name: ____________________________________

Nationalism in India and Gandhi

Read the sections from the textbook and answer the questions.

Indian Nationalism Grows
Two groups formed to rid India of foreign rule: the primarily Hindu Indian National Congress, or
Congress Party, in 1885, and the Muslim League in 1906. Though deep divisions existed between
Hindus and Muslims, they found common ground. They shared the heritage of British rule and an
understanding of democratic ideals. These two groups both worked toward the goal of independence
from the British.
World War I Increases Nationalist Activity
Until World War I, the vast majority of Indians had little interest in nationalism. The situation
changed as over a million Indians enlisted in the British army. In return for their service, the British
government promised reforms that would eventually lead to self-government.
In 1918, Indian troops returned home from the war. They expected Britain to fulfill its promise.
Instead, they were once again treated as second-class citizens. Radical nationalists carried out acts
of violence to show their hatred of British rule. To curb dissent, in 1919 the British passed the Rowlatt
Acts. These laws allowed the government to jail protesters without trial for as long as two years. To
Western-educated Indians, denial of a trial by jury violated their individual rights.

Amritsar Massacre
To protest the Rowlatt Acts, around 10,000 Hindus and Muslims flocked to Amritsar, a major
city in the Punjab, in the spring of 1919. At a huge festival in an enclosed square, they intended to
fast and pray and to listen to political speeches. The demonstration, viewed as a nationalist outburst,
alarmed the British. They were especially concerned about the alliance of Hindus and Muslims.
Most people at the gathering were unaware that the British government had banned public
meetings. However, the British commander at Amritsar believed they were openly defying the ban.
He ordered his troops to fire on the crowd without warning. The shooting in the enclosed courtyard
continued for ten minutes. Official reports showed nearly 400 Indians died and about 1,200 were
wounded. Others estimate the numbers were higher.
News of the slaughter, called the Amritsar Massacre, sparked an explosion of anger across
India. Almost overnight, millions of Indians changed from loyal British subjects into nationalists. These
Indians demanded independence. (1)
Gandhi’s Tactics of Nonviolence (2)
The massacre at Amritsar set the stage for Mohandas K. Gandhi (GAHN•dee) to emerge as the
leader of the independence movement. Gandhi’s strategy for battling injustice evolved from his
deeply religious approach to political activity. His teachings blended ideas from all of the major
world religions, including Hinduism, Jainism, Buddhism, Islam, and Christianity. Gandhi attracted
millions of followers. Soon they began calling him the Mahatma (muh•HAHT•muh), meaning “great
soul.” Noncooperation When the British failed to punish the officers responsible for the Amritsar
massacre, Gandhi urged the Indian National Congress to follow a policy of noncooperation with the
British government. In 1920, the Congress Party endorsed civil disobedience, the deliberate and
public refusal to obey an unjust law, and nonviolence as the means to achieve independence.
Gandhi then launched his campaign of civil disobedience to weaken the British government’s
authority and economic power over India.
Boycotts
Gandhi called on Indians to refuse to buy British goods, attend government schools, pay British
taxes, or vote in elections. Gandhi staged a successful boycott of British cloth, a source of wealth
for the British. He urged all Indians to weave their own cloth. Gandhi himself devoted two hours
each day to spinning his own yarn on a simple handwheel. He wore only homespun cloth and
encouraged Indians to follow his example. As a result of the boycott, the sale of British cloth in India
dropped sharply. (3)
Strikes and Demonstrations
Gandhi’s weapon of civil disobedience took an economic toll on the British. They struggled to keep
trains running, factories operating, and overcrowded jails from bursting. Throughout 1920, the
British arrested thousands of Indians who had participated in strikes and demonstrations. But
despite Gandhi’s pleas for nonviolence, protests often led to riots.

The Salt March
In 1930, Gandhi organized a demonstration to defy the hated Salt Acts. According to these British
laws, Indians could buy salt from no other source but the government. They also had to pay sales
tax on salt. To show their opposition, Gandhi and his followers walked about 240 miles to the
seacoast. There they began to make their own salt by collecting seawater and letting it evaporate.
This peaceful protest was called the Salt March.
Soon afterward, some demonstrators planned a march to a site where the British
government processed salt. They intended to shut this saltworks down. Police officers with
steel-tipped clubs attacked the demonstrators. An American journalist
was an eyewitness to the event. He described the “sickening whacks of clubs on
unprotected skulls” and people “writhing in pain with fractured skulls or broken
shoulders.” Still the people continued to march peacefully, refusing to defend
themselves against their attackers. Newspapers across the globe carried the journalist’s story,
which won worldwide support for Gandhi’s independence movement.
More demonstrations against the salt tax took place throughout India.
Eventually, about 60,000 people, including Gandhi, were arrested. (4)

Gandhi adopted the spinning wheel as a symbol of Indian
resistance to British rule. The wheel was featured on the
Indian National Congress flag, a forerunner of India’s
national flag. (5)

Britain Grants Limited Self-Rule
Gandhi and his followers gradually reaped the rewards of their civil disobedience campaigns and
gained greater political power for the Indian people. In 1935, the British Parliament passed the
Government of India Act. It provided local self-government and limited democratic elections, but not
total independence. However, the Government of India Act also fueled mounting tensions between
Muslims and Hindus. These two groups had conflicting visions of India’s future as an independent
nation. Indian Muslims, outnumbered by Hindus, feared that Hindus would control India if it won
independence.

Please answer the questions that follow on the next page:
Questions:
1. What changes resulted from the Amritsar massacre?

2. What are some examples of civil disobedience led by Mohandas Gandhi?

3. How did Gandhi’s tactics of civil disobedience affect the British?

4. How did the Salt March represent Gandhi’s methods for change?
5. What is the meaning of the spinning wheel on the Indian Flag?

6. What picture does Gandhi present of India and its people?
A. India is adequately industrialized.
B. India is dominated by the British.
C. India is primarily an agricultural nation.
D. Indians are well-off and do not need additional industries
Answer: ______
7. What did Gandhi believe about the spinning wheel?
A. Gandhi believed that the spinning wheel would make Indians less dependent on the British
economy.
B. Gandhi believed that the spinning wheel was a threat to the Indian economy.
C. Gandhi believed the main economic industry in India should be spinning cloth.
D. Gandhi believed the spinning wheel was not necessary to the Indian economy.
Answer: ______

Name: ____________________________________
The Indian Subcontinent Achieves Freedom

Read the sections from the textbook and answer the questions that follow.

A Movement Toward Independence
The British had ruled India for almost two centuries. Indian resistance to Britain, which had existed
from the beginning, intensified in 1939, when Britain committed India’s armed forces to World War II
without first consulting the colony’s elected representatives. The move left Indian nationalists
stunned and humiliated. Indian leader Mohandas Gandhi launched a nonviolent campaign of
noncooperation with the British. Officials imprisoned numerous nationalists for this action. In 1942,
the British tried to gain the support of the nationalists by promising governmental changes after the
war. But the offer did not include Indian independence.
As they intensified their struggle against the British, Indians also struggled with each other. India
has long been home to two main religious groups. In the 1940s, India had approximately 350 million
Hindus and about 100 million Muslims. The Indian National Congress, or the Congress Party, was
India’s national political party. Most members of the Congress Party were Hindus, but the party at
times had many Muslim members. In competition with the Congress Party was the Muslim League,
an organization founded in 1906 in India to protect Muslim interests. Members of the league felt that
the mainly Hindu Congress Party looked out primarily for Hindu interests. The leader of the Muslim
League, Muhammad Ali Jinnah (mu•HAM•ihd ah•LEE JINH•uh), insisted that all Muslims resign
from the Congress Party. The Muslim League stated that it would never accept Indian
independence if it meant rule by the Hindu-dominated Congress Party. Jinnah stated, “The only
thing the Muslim has in common with the Hindu is his slavery to the British.”

Freedom Brings Turmoil
When World War II ended, Britain found itself faced with enormous war debts. As a result, British
leaders began to rethink the expense of maintaining and governing distant colonies. With India
continuing to push for independence, the stage was set for the British to hand over power.
However, a key problem emerged: Who should receive the power—Hindus or Muslims?
Partition and Bloodshed
Muslims resisted attempts to include them in an Indian government dominated by Hindus. Rioting
between the two groups broke out in several Indian cities. In August 1946, four days of clashes in
Calcutta left more than 5,000 people dead and more than 15,000 hurt.
British officials soon became convinced that partition, an idea first proposed by India’s Muslims,
would be the only way to ensure a safe and secure region. Partition was the term given to the
division of India into separate Hindu and Muslim nations. The northwest and eastern regions of
India, where most Muslims lived, would become the new nation of Pakistan. (Pakistan, as the map
shows, comprised two separate states in 1947: West Pakistan and East Pakistan.)
The British House of Commons passed an act on July 16, 1947, that granted two nations, India and
Pakistan, independence in one month’s time. In that short period, more than 500 independent
native princes had to decide which nation they would join. The administration of the courts, the
military, the railways, and the police—the whole of the civil service—had to be divided down to the
last paper clip. Most difficult of all, millions of Indian citizens—Hindus, Muslims, and yet another
significant religious group, the Sikhs—had to decide where to go.
1. Which Muslim country,
divided into two states,
bordered India on the east
and the west?

2. Which Buddhist
countries bordered Indian
to the north and the south?

The Battle for Kashmir
As if partition itself didn’t result in enough
bloodshed between India’s Muslims and Hindus,
the two groups quickly squared off over the
small region of Kashmir. Kashmir lay at the
northern point of India next to Pakistan.
Although its ruler was Hindu, Kashmir had a
majority Muslim population. Shortly after
independence, India and Pakistan began
battling each other for control of the region. The
fighting continued until the United Nations
arranged a cease-fire in 1949. The cease-fire left
a third of Kashmir under Pakistani control and
the rest under Indian control. The two countries
continue to fight over the region today.

The Coldest War
No part of Kashmir is beyond a fight for India
and Pakistan—including the giant Siachen
glacier high above the region. The dividing line
established by the 1949 cease-fire did not
extend to the glacier because officials figured
neither side would try to occupy such a barren
and frigid strip of land. They figured wrong. In
1984, both sides sent troops to take the glacier,
and they have been dug in ever since. At
altitudes nearing 21,000 feet, Indian and
Pakistani soldiers shoot at each other from
trenches in temperatures that reach 70 degrees
below zero. This bitterly cold war was interrupted
in 2003 when Pakistan and India declared a
ceasefire.

Modern India
With the granting of its independence on August 15, 1947, India became the world’s largest
democracy. As the long-awaited hour of India’s freedom approached, Jawaharlal Nehru, the
independent nation’s first prime minister, addressed the country’s political leaders:
PRIMARY SOURCE Long years ago, we made a tryst [appointment] with destiny, and now the
time comes when we shall redeem our pledge, not wholly or in full measure, but very
substantially. At the stroke of the midnight hour, when the world sleeps, India will wake to life
and freedom.
-JAWAHARLAL NEHRU, speech before the Constituent Assembly, August 14, 1947
Nehru Leads India
Nehru served as India’s leader for its first 17 years of independence. He had been one of Gandhi’s
most devoted followers. Educated in Britain, Nehru won popularity among all groups in India. He
emphasized democracy, unity, and economic modernization. Nehru used his leadership to move
India forward. He led other newly independent nations of the world in forming an alliance of
countries that were neutral in the Cold War conflicts between the United States and the Soviet
Union. On the home front, Nehru called for a reorganization of the states by language. He also
pushed for industrialization and sponsored social reforms. He tried to elevate the status of the lower
castes, or those at the bottom of society, and help women gain the rights promised by the
constitution.
Troubled Times
Nehru died in 1964. His death left the Congress Party with no leader strong enough to hold together
the many political factions that had emerged with India’s independence. Then, in 1966, Nehru’s
daughter, Indira Gandhi, was chosen prime minister. After a short spell out of office, she was
reelected in 1980. Although she ruled capably, Gandhi faced many challenges, including the
growing threat from Sikh extremists who themselves wanted an independent state. The Golden
Temple at Amritsar stood as the religious center for the Sikhs. From there, Sikh nationalists
ventured out to attack symbols of Indian authority. In June 1984, Indian army troops overran the
Golden Temple. They killed about 500 Sikhs and destroyed sacred property. In retaliation, Sikh
bodyguards assigned to Indira Gandhi gunned her down. This violent act set off another murderous
frenzy, causing the deaths of thousands of Sikhs.
In the wake of the murder of Indira Gandhi, her son, Rajiv (rah•JEEV) Gandhi, took over as prime
minister. His party, however, lost its power in 1989 because of accusations of widespread
corruption. In 1991, while campaigning again for prime minister near the town of Madras, Rajiv was
killed by a bomb. Members of a group opposed to his policies claimed responsibility
Twenty-First Century Challenges
Since winning election as prime minister in 1998, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, leader of the Hindu
nationalist party, has ruled over a vibrant but often unstable nation. He faces challenges brought on
by an increasing population that is expected to push India past China as the world’s most populous
nation by 2035. In addition, the country is racked with social inequality and constantly threatened by
religious strife.
Even more troubling are India’s tense relations with its neighbor Pakistan, and the fact that both
have become nuclear powers. In 1974, India exploded a “peaceful” nuclear device. For the next 24
years, the nation quietly worked on building up its nuclear capability. In 1998, Indian officials
conducted five underground nuclear tests. Meanwhile, the Pakistanis had been building their own
nuclear program. Shortly after India conducted its nuclear tests, Pakistan demonstrated that it, too,
had nuclear weapons. The presence of these weapons in the hands of such bitter enemies and

neighbors has become a matter of great international concern, especially in light of their continuing
struggle over Kashmir:
PRIMARY SOURCE Now that India and Pakistan have tested nuclear weapons . . . [There is] fear
that a remote but savage ethnic and religious conflict could deteriorate into a nuclear exchange with
global consequences. India and Pakistan must learn to talk to each other and move toward a more
trusting relationship.
-The New York Times, June 28, 1998
In 2002, the two nations came close to war over Kashmir. However, in 2003 a peace process
began to ease tension.

1. For each term or name, write a sentence explaining its significance.
Congress Party - The Congress Party was significant because…
Muslim League Muhammad Ali Jinnah partition Jawaharlal Nehru Indira Gandhi 2. What two nations emerged from the British colony of India in 1947?

3. Why did British officials partition India into India and Pakistan?

4. How did religious and cultural differences create problems for newly emerging nations?

5. What was the cause of the conflict between India and Pakistan over Kashmir?

6. Why has the conflict between India and Pakistan over Kashmir become such a concern to the
world today?

Name: ____________________________________
New Nations in Africa
Read the sections from the textbook and answer the questions that follow.

Achieving Independence
The African push for independence actually began in the decades before World War II.
French-speaking Africans and West Indians began to express their growing sense of black
consciousness and pride in traditional Africa. They formed the Negritude movement, a movement to
celebrate African culture, heritage, and values.
When World War II erupted, African soldiers fought alongside Europeans to “defend freedom.”
This experience made them unwilling to accept colonial domination when they returned home. The
war had changed the thinking of Europeans too. Many began to question the cost, as well as the
morality, of maintaining colonies abroad. These and other factors helped African colonies gain their
freedom throughout the 1950s and 1960s.
The ways in which African nations achieved independence, however, differed across the
continent. In Chapter 27, you learned that European nations employed two basic styles of
government in colonial Africa—direct and indirect. Under indirect rule, local officials did much of the
governing and colonists enjoyed limited self-rule. As a result, these colonies generally experienced an
easier transition to independence. For colonies under direct rule, in which foreigners governed at all
levels and no self-rule existed, independence came with more difficulty. Some colonies even had to
fight wars of liberation, as European settlers refused to surrender power to African nationalist groups.
No matter how they gained their freedom, however, most new African nations found the road
to a strong and stable nation to be difficult. They had to deal with everything from creating a new
government to establishing a postcolonial economy. Many new countries were also plagued by great
ethnic strife. In colonizing Africa, the Europeans had created artificial borders that had little to do with
the areas where ethnic groups actually lived. While national borders separated people with similar
cultures, they also enclosed traditional enemies who began fighting each other soon after the
Europeans left. For many African nations, all of this led to instability, violence, and an overall struggle
to deal with their newly gained independence.
Ghana Leads the Way
The British colony of the Gold Coast became the first African colony south of the Sahara to
achieve independence. Following World War II, the British in the Gold Coast began making
preparations. For example, they allowed more Africans to be nominated to the Legislative Council.
However, the Africans wanted full freedom. The leader of their largely nonviolent movement was
Kwame Nkrumah (KWAH•mee uhn•KROO•muh). Starting in 1947, he worked to liberate the Gold
Coast from the British. Nkrumah organized strikes and boycotts and was often imprisoned by the
British government. Ultimately, his efforts were successful.
On receiving its independence in 1957, the Gold Coast took the name Ghana. This name
honored a famous West African kingdom of the past. Nkrumah became Ghana’s first prime minister
and later its president-for-life. Nkrumah pushed through new roads, new schools, and expanded
health facilities. These costly projects soon crippled the country. His programs for industrialization,
health and welfare, and expanded educational facilities showed good intentions. However, the
expense of the programs undermined the economy and strengthened his opposition.
In addition, Nkrumah was often criticized for spending too much time on Pan-African* efforts
and neglecting economic problems in his own country. He dreamed of a “United States of Africa.” In
1966, while Nkrumah was in China, the army and police in Ghana seized power. Since then, the
country has shifted back and forth between civilian and military rule and has struggled for economic
stability. In 2000, Ghana held its first open elections.

*Vocabulary Pan-African refers to a vision of strengthening all of Africa, not just a single country.
SUMMARY:

Fighting for Freedom
In contrast to Ghana, nations such as Kenya and Algeria had to take up arms against their European
rulers in order to ultimately win their freedom.
Kenya Claims Independence
The British ruled Kenya, and many British settlers resisted Kenyan independence— especially
those who had taken over prize farmland in the northern highlands of the country. They were forced
to accept African self-government as a result of two developments. One was the strong leadership of
Kenyan nationalist Jomo Kenyatta. The second was the rise of a group known as the Mau Mau
(MOW mow). This was a secret society made up mostly of native Kenyan farmers forced out of the
highlands by the British. Using guerrilla war tactics, the Mau Mau sought to push the white farmers
into leaving the highlands. Kenyatta claimed to have no connection to the Mau Mau. However, he
refused to condemn the organization. As a result, the British imprisoned him for nearly a decade. By
the time the British granted Kenya independence in 1963, more than 10,000 Africans and 100 settlers
had been killed.
Kenyatta became president of the new nation. He worked hard to unite the country’s various
ethnic and language groups. Kenyatta died in 1978. His successor, Daniel arap Moi, was less
successful in governing the country. Moi faced increasing opposition to his one-party rule. Adding to
the nation’s woes were corruption in Moi’s government and ethnic conflicts that killed hundreds and
left thousands homeless. Moi stepped down in 2002, and a new party gained power through free
elections.

Summary:

Please answer the questions:
1. For each term or name, write a sentence explaining its significance.
a. Negritude movement
b. Kwame Nkrumah
c. Jomo Kenyatta
d. Pan African
2. Who were the Mau Mau of Kenya? What was their goal?

3. Why were Kwame Nkrumah’s politics criticized?

4. How did the way in which European colonialists carved up Africa in the 1800s lead to civil strife
in many new African nations?

5. How did the granting of independence to the British colonies of Ghana and Kenya differ?

6. Why do you think revolution swept so many African nations following their independence from
European rule?

GEOGRAPHY SKILLBUILDER: Interpreting Maps, Place
7. Which countries in Africa were already independent in 1955?

8. Location In what decade did most of the African nations gain their independence?

Name: ____________________________________World History Textbook Chap. 35.2b
The Challenge of Democracy in Africa [South Africa/Apartheid]
Read the sections from the textbook and answer the questions (1-7) that follow.

South Africa Today
In 1999, ANC official Thabo Mbeki won election as president in a peaceful transition of power. As
Mbeki assumed office, he faced a number of serious challenges. These included high crime
rates—South Africa’s rape and murder rates were among the highest in the world. Unemployment
stood at about 40 percent among South Africa’s blacks, and about 60 percent lived below the
poverty level. In addition, an economic downturn discouraged foreign investment.
Mbeki promoted a free-market economic policy to repair South Africa’s infrastructure and to
encourage foreign investors. In 2002, South Africa was engaged in negotiations to establish
free-trade agreements with a number of countries around the world, including those of the
European Union as well as Japan, Canada, and the United States. This was an attempt at opening
the South African economy to foreign competition and investment, and promoting growth and
employment.
One of the biggest problems facing South Africa was the AIDS epidemic. Some estimates
concluded that 6 million South Africans were likely to die of AIDS by 2010. Mbeki disputed that
AIDS was caused by HIV (human immunodeficiency virus). His opinion put South Africa at odds
with the scientific consensus throughout the world. The New York Times stated that Mbeki was in
dange of undermining “all his good work with his stance on AIDS.”

History Makers:

Answer the questions below:
1. What were the main negative effects of the economic policies of European colonizers?

2. What were the homelands in South Africa?

3. Describe the system of apartheid.

4. How did the policy of apartheid strengthen whites’ hold on power?

5. What were three significant steps toward democracy taken by South Africa in the
1990s?

6. How did Desmond Tutu help force South Africa to end apartheid?

7. What are some of the important issues facing South Africa today?

Name: ____________________________________World History Textbook Chap. 30.4
Nationalism in Turkey and Southwest Asia
Read the sections from the textbook and answer the questions.

Nationalism in Southwest Asia
The breakup of the Ottoman Empire and growing Western political
and economic interest in Southwest Asia spurred the rise of
nationalism in this region. Just as the people of India fought to have
their own nation after World War I, the people of Southwest Asia also
launched independence movements to rid themselves of imperial
rulers.
Turkey Becomes a Republic At the end of World War I, the
Ottoman Empire was forced to give up all its territories except
Turkey. Turkish lands included the old Turkish homeland of Anatolia
and a small strip of land around Istanbul.
In 1919, Greek soldiers invaded Turkey and threatened to conquer it.
The Turkish sultan was powerless to stop the Greeks. However, in
1922, a brilliant commander, Mustafa Kemal (keh•MAHL),
successfully led Turkish nationalists in fighting back the Greeks and
their British backers. After winning a peace, the nationalists
overthrew the last Ottoman sultan.
In 1923, Kemal became the president of the new Republic of Turkey,
the first republic in Southwest Asia. To achieve his goal of
transforming Turkey into a modern nation, he ushered in these
sweeping reforms:
• separated the laws of Islam from the laws of the nation
• abolished religious courts and created a new legal system based
on European law
• granted women the right to vote and to hold public office
• launched government-funded programs to industrialize Turkey and
to spur economic growth
Kemal died in 1938. From his leadership, Turkey gained a new
sense of its national identity. His influence was so strong that the
Turkish people gave him the name Ataturk—“father of the Turks.”

Persia Becomes Iran
Before World War I, both Great Britain and Russia had established spheres of influence in the
ancient country of Persia. After the war, when Russia was still reeling from the Bolshevik Revolution,
the British tried to take over all of Persia. This maneuver triggered a nationalist revolt in Persia. In
1921, a Persian army officer seized power. In 1925 he deposed the ruling shah.
Persia’s new leader, Reza Shah Pahlavi (PAL•uh•vee), like Kemal in Turkey, set out to
modernize his country. He established public schools, built roads and railroads, promoted industrial
growth, and extended women’s rights. Unlike Kemal, Reza Shah Pahlavi kept all power in his own
hands. In 1935, he changed the name of the country from the Greek name Persia to the traditional
name Iran.

Saudi Arabia Keeps Islamic Traditions
While Turkey broke with many Islamic traditions, another new country held strictly to Islamic law. In
1902, Abd al-Aziz Ibn Saud (sah•OOD), a member of a once-powerful Arabian family, began a
successful campaign to unify Arabia. In 1932, he renamed the new kingdom Saudi Arabia after his
family. Ibn Saud carried on Arab and Islamic traditions. Loyalty to the Saudi government was based
on custom, religion, and family ties. Like Kemal and Reza Shah, Ibn Saud brought some modern
technology, such as telephones and radios, to his country. However, modernization in Saudi Arabia
was limited to religiously acceptable areas. There also were no efforts to begin to practice
democracy.
Oil Drives Development
While nationalism steadily emerged as a major force in Southwest Asia, the region’s economy was
also taking a new direction. The rising demand for petroleum products in industrialized countries
brought new oil explorations to Southwest Asia. During the 1920s and 1930s, European and
American companies discovered enormous oil deposits in Iran, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, and Kuwait.
Foreign businesses invested huge sums of money to develop these oil fields. For example, the
Anglo-Persian Oil Company, a British company, started developing the oil fields of Iran. Geologists
later learned that the land around the Persian Gulf has nearly two-thirds of the world’s known supply
of oil.
This important resource led to rapid and dramatic economic changes and development. Because oil
brought huge profits, Western nations tried to dominate this region. Meanwhile, these same Western
nations were about to face a more immediate crisis as power-hungry leaders seized control in Italy
and Germany.
Questions:
GEOGRAPHY SKILLBUILDER:
Interpreting Maps
1. Location Along what geographical feature are
most of the oil-producing regions located?

2. Movement How will water transportation routes
be changed by the discovery of oil in the region?

3. Between which years did Iran show a dramatic increase in oil production?
A. 1910–1920
B. 1920–1925
C. 1930–1935
D. 1935–1940
Answer: _______
4. What steps did Kemal take to modernize Turkey?

5. How did women’s roles change under Stalin in Russia and Kemal in Turkey?

6. How were Kemal’s leadership and Reza Shah Pahlavi’s leadership similar?

7. How did newly found petroleum supplies change the new nations in Southwest Asia?

8. How did World War I create an atmosphere for political change in both India and Southwest Asia?

